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IMPORTANT TO THE UNITED STATES. 

I False prophets were never stiller about their time-detected impostures than are the 
slavery presses of the United States about the results of West India EmaneipaiMO. Now 
then, for the sake of appearances, they obscurely copy into their immense sheets an inch 1 
tw: oi' wvnx.plai.jio, from some snarling West India paper, that the emancipated are 
and wont work. But they make no parade. They are more taciturn than grave-stones. 

1 In the following closely printed columns, thoee who wish to know will find out precisely hog 
the " great experiment" has worked. They will find, 

^ 1. The safety of abolition demonstrated — *ts safety in the worst possible case. 

■{ 2. That the colonies are prospering in their agriculture. 

3. That the planters conferred freedom because they were obliged to by public opouoo 
i abroad. 

4. That freedom, even thus unwillingly conferred, was accepted as a precious boon by the 
slaves— they were grateful to God, and ready to work for their masters for fair pay. 

5. That the mass of the planters have endeavoured, from the first, to get work out flight 
^free laborers for as small wages as possible. 

6. That many of the attorneys and managers have refused fair wages and practiced 
to depreciate, the price of property, that they might profit thereby. 

7. That all the mdispomiion to labor which has yet been exhibited is rally accounted Sat by 
these causes. 

8. That in spite of all, the abolition is working well for the honest of all parties. 

■ — ■ : — •/.:/■■ 

> WEST INDIA EMANCIPATION, IN 1838. 

Tax immediate abolitiogusts hold that the 

- change from slavery to freedom cannot be too 
„ y sudden. They say that the first step in raising 

' the slave from his degradation should be that of 
' ' making him a proper subject of law, by patting 

-> him in possession of himself. This position they 

"- rest on the* ground both of justice and expedien- 

* cy, which indeed they believe to be inseparable. 
With exceptions too trifling to affect the question, 

' they belie vo the laborer who feels no stimulus 
but that of wages and no restraint but thatcf law, 
is the most profitable, not only to himself and so- 
ciety at large, bat to any employer other than a 
brutal tyrant. The benefit of this rale they claim 
for every man ~ J '**--"- ' VJ 

« public,, till on 




any degree of ignorance or 
the forfeiture of sel£ownef 
slavery continued for soeh 
aU, inasmuch as it is the 
cause k» i$ poor. 

What light was thrown upon this doctrine by 
the process of abolition in the British West la- 
dies from the 1st of Aorta* 1834 to the lsTef 
June 1837, may se seen te tha woifeet^ejNtv 
Thome and Kimball entitled, *ffl ' 
in the West Indies." . That ligM totffitoesa' to 
shine. Bermuda and Anttnt, » wfcftafc W» 
slaves passed imtaattneoadV eat «f ab&ah&t 
slavery into fall freedom, «j» Bvfag w ttneaw s df 



and woman living within this re- the thmiwg of'heaven HS*e, tateM&iSs feaa****. 
fair trial the proper trOmntl shall patioo. In Astigua, an* of UttcM sage? eoiv 
have judged thsm unworthy of it, They deny i^irlws slavery had l^tto^^yl^ has 
" " ■• ■ " and expediency of psrinittfcjr Ieaiv *»$tj^ * Mr tset of mtsWilisSK, ~ 
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both the justice 
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utmost bona* to the principle. After 4J|ft fullest 
inquiry on the point Mem*. Thome and Kim- 
but say of this ialaad t — 

There is not a claw, or party, or suet, who do 
not esteem the abolition of slavery an a medal 
bhoring to them. The rich, because it relieved 
th?m of property* which was fast becoming a 
disgrace- •* it had always been a vexation and a 
tax, an* because it haa emancipated them from 
the terrors of inearreciion, which kept them all 
their life-tirae subject to bondage. The poor 
whites — bes&UM it lifted from on them the yoke 
of crril eppretafon. The fijo colored popula- 
tion — because it gave the d«»lh blow to the pre- 
judice that crushed them, and opened the pros, 
poet of social, civil, and political equality with 
the white*. . The tiave» — because it broke open 
their dungeons, led them out to liberty, and gave 
them, in one munificent donation, their wires, 
their children, their bodiea,their souls-everything." 
. )tn the emphatic language of the Governor, 
^Ii was univertolly admitted that emancipation 
Jutd been a great blessing to the island." 

In November 1837, Lord Brougham thus 
summed up the results of the Antigua experi- 
ment in a speech in the House of Lords :-— 
„ " Itmigbt be known to their lordships that in 
one most imprrtant colony the experiment of in. 
stant and entire emancipation had been tried. 
Infinitely to the honor of the island of Antigua 
was it, tint it did not wait for the period fixed by 
the legislature, but had at once converted the 
state or slavery into one of perfect liberty. On 
the 1st of August, 1834, the day fixed by act of 
Parliament for the commencement of a ten years' 
apprenticeship, the Legislature of that colony, to 
toe immortal honor of their wisdom, their justice, 
and their humanity, had abolished the system of 
apprenticeship, and had absolutely and entirely 
struck the fetters off from 39,000 slaves. Their 
lordships would naturally ask whether the experi- 
ment had succeeded ; and whether this sudden 
emancipation had besn wisely and politically 
done. He should move for some returns which 
he would venture to say would prove that the ex- 
periment had entirely succeeded. He would give 
tfcsir lordships some proofs : First, property in 
that island had risen in value ; secondly, with a 
very few exceptions, and those of not greater im- 
portance than occurred in England during har- 
vest, there was no deficiency in ihe number of 
laborers to be obtained when laborer* were want- 
ed; thirdly, ofiencts of all sorts, from capital of- 
fenoss downwards, sad decreased ; and this ap- 
peared flora returns went by the inspector of 
slaves to the governor of that colony, and by him 
transmitted to the propel authority here; and, 
fourthly, the exports of sugar had increased : du. 
ring the three years ending 1834, the average 
yearly export was 166,000 cwfe, and for the 
three swbssnnmt yease this areragb had increased 
to 189,000 e«rt&, being an increase of 34,000 
ewts-, or one clear seventh, produced by free 
labor. Nor w«e the last three yean productive 
tsaaoMS for in lBSfi there was a very severe and 
leafeuotbre iHnrkane, end in the year 1818 there 
mas sack adreAfkttissi water was obliged to be 
etporfcrifrm&ttedos." 

m*h&& with regard to both fee ccbaie* 



that adopted the principle of immediate cmanci. 
patron, have been the facts— end all the facts — 
*up to the latent intelligence. 

The rest of the colonies adopted the plan pro. 
posed by the British government, which, contrary 
to the wishes of ihe great body of British aboh- 
tionista, made the slaves but partially free under 
the name of apprentices. In thir mongrel con- 
dition tbey were to remain, the house servants 
four, and the field laborers six years. This ap- 
prenticeship was the darling child of that expe- 
diency, which, holding the transaction from 
wrong to right to be dangerous and difficult, il- 
lustrates its wisdom by lingering on the dividing 
line. Therefore any mischance that might have 
occurred in any psrt of this tardy process would 
have been justly attributable to gradualism and 
not to immediatimn. The force of this remark 
will be better seen by referring to the nature and 
working of tho apprenticeship as described in the 
book of Messrs. Thome and Kimball. We have 
only room to say that the masters universally re- 
garded the system as a part of the compensation 
or bonus to the slaveholder and not as a prepara- 
tory school for the slave. By law they were 
granted a property in the uncompensated labor 
of the slaves for six years ; but ihe same law, by 
taking away the sole means of enforcing this la- 
bor, in fact threw the masters and slaves into a 
six years* quarrel in which thoy stood on some, 
thing like .equa l terms. It was surely not to be 
wondered if the parties should come out of this 
contest too hostile ever to maintain to each other 
the relation of employer and employed. This 
six yean of vexatious swinging like a pendulum 
over the line between bondage and liberty was 
well calculated to spoil all the gratitude and glo- 
ry of getting across. 

It was early discovered that tho masters gene, 
rally were disposed to abuse their power and get 
from their apprentices a!' that could by any 
means be extorted. The friends of humanity in 
Great Britain were aroused, Mr. Sturge, a die. 
tinguished philanthropist of Birmingham, accom- 
panied by Messrs. Seoble, Harvey and Lloyd, 
proceeded to the West Indies on a mission of in. 
quiry, and prosecuted their investigation contem- 
poraneously with Messrs. Thome and Kimball. 
Their Report produced a general conviction in 
England, that the planters had forfeited all claim 
to retain their authority over the apprentices, and 
the government was accordingly petitioned im- 
mediately to abolish' the system. This it was 
loth to do. It caused inquiries to be instituted ia 
the colonies, especially in Jamaica, with th© 
evident hope of overthrowing the charges of Mr. 
Sturge. The result more than confirmed those 
charges. The government still plead for delay, 
and brought in a bill for the improvement of the 
apprenticeship. In the progress of these pro- 
ceedings, urged on as they were by the heaven, 
high enthusiasm of the British naubn, many of 
the planters dearly perceived that their chance 
of power daring the remaining two years of the 
apprenticeship nad become worth fees to them 
wan the good will which they might get by 
voluntarily giving it up. Whether it was this 
motive operating in good ftwth, or a hope to sacapa 
pmlajjthropjc interference for the More byyieid- 
bg to its rail claim, and thus gain a dear field 
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to oppress unaer the new system of Tagea, one 
thing it cortain the chartered colonic*, suddenly, 
and to the aurpriae of many, put tho finishing 
•troke to tho ayatcm and made their apprenticea 
froo from the lrt of Auguat, 1838. The crown 
colonies have mostly imitated their example. 

The following table exhibits the extent and 
population of these colonies. 



FouMtMion*. 
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a 

■3 
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Anfullla,t 
Antigua,* 
Ba»atna*,f 
Barbadog,f 
Bermuda*,* 
Domtuica.t 
Grenada.f 
Jamaica,? 
Montserrat,! 
Neri»,t 
3u Chriitophenst 
St. Lucia,f 
St Vincent,t 
Tobftfo,t 
Trinidad,t 
Tortoli. or 1 
Virgin hlet.tS 



Total, B. W.I. 
Cape of Good Hope, 
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Guiana { Pemararat 

(E«e<Iu'.bo,t 
Honduras, 
Mauritius, 
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K3» 
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mi 
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1783 
1655 
16S2 
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1803 
IT83 
1753 
1797 

1696 



1809 



Ex- 
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4,400 
160 

2? 
575 

m 

6,400 
47 
SO 
68 
69 
180 
187 
3,400 
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9W 
l t W0 
4.340 
1 4,95* 
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801 
37,000 
330 
700 

1,612 
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1,801 
832 

4 801 

890 



74,326 
43,000 
538 
8,006 



1630)63,790 



350 
i 8.000 
1139,10- 



«, 
»,587 

«,*8S 
63,807 

4,603 
15,393 
24.145 
311,693 

6,963 

9.359 
19,310 
lJi.661 
25,58? 
13,656 
34,006 

6,890 



593,87? 
35,500 
30,645 
65,556 



3,100 

76,000 



788,690 



837 

3 8»5 
9,98t 
6,146 
,788 
8,606 
8,766 

55,000 
814 
2,000 
8,000 
9,718 
2,8*4 
1,164 

15,056 

607 



105,673 
39,000 
1,161 
6,860 



2,300 
15,000 



150,303 



The unanimity with which the apprentice- 
ship was given up is a most remarkable and 
instructive fact. In the Council and Assembly 
of Montserrat, there was an unanimous deci- 
sion in favor of Emancipation as early as Fe- 
bruary 1838. In the legislature of T tola, 
which passed the bill in April 1838, the oppos- 
ing party was small. In that of Barbados the 
bill was passed on the 15th of May with but 
one dissenting voice. In that of Jamaica, the 
bill seems to have been passed on the 8th ot 
June, and the Jamaica Times remarks : — " No 
dissentient voice was heard within the walla 
of the Assembly, all joined in the wish so often 
expressed, that the remaining term of the ep> 
prenticeship should be cancelled, that the ex- 
citement produced by a law which has done 
inconceivable harm in Jamaica, in alienating 
the affections of her people, and creating dis- 
cord and disaffection, should at once cease. 
Thank Qod ! it is now neatly at an end, and 
we trust that Jamaica will enjoy that repose, 
so eagerly and anxiously sought after, by all 
who wish the Island well.' 1 

These facts come down upon the question ot 
the safety of immediate emancipation with an 
« fortiori, a nuck more (ken. For it is admitted 
on all hands that the apprenticeship had " alie- 
nated the affections of the people;" they were 
in a state less favorable to a quiet sequel than 
they were before the first of August, 1834, ret 
the danger was not thought ot The taftty 
waa an argument in favor of emancipation, not 

*Kn«s*Jpatod entirely ofc the tat. of Angnnt, ISM. 

t£aiaMte«to« wsiratjrea ta*f«t. ot Aafftnt, ISM, Yj 
vata of sfea teeal festal* tam in tfca ehartarad Coleaim ; 
«&d by flwva oc aa€ CooncSi, in the Own CoiMtaa, 



agaitut it. The raw head and bloody bocM 
had vanished. The following is a flair exhi- 
bition of the feeling of the most influential 
planter \, in rega rd to the s&ftly of the step. 

Front l»>t Aarb*4ian, Ma/ *, tSM. 
AT A MKKTIWQ OT THJt BOARD OF UMWUkTTTS 

council, m tkx wbw cormx hocsx, Aran. 
S4tb, 1838. 

The Lord Bishop rose and spoke a» follows : 
" Mr. President, awl GenUtwun of tit* Qmm* 

cil, 

' I was informed yesterday that, during my 
absence from this island, tho members recorded 
their opinion as to the expediency of absolute- 
ly abolishing the apprenticeship in August, 
1838. I am most anxious to record my entire 
concurrence in this resolution, but I wish it to 
be understood that 1 do not consider the mea- 
sure as called for by any hardships, under 
which the laborers in this island are suffering— 
nor from the want of any essential comfort— 
nor from the deprivation of any thing, which a 
laborer can fairly claim from his master; still 
I do express my concurrence in the resolution 
of the board, and I do so on these grounds : that 
I am satisfied the measure can be safely carried 
in this island, and if safely, then I feel justly; 
for I consider the very important interests which 
are involved in the measure. I must confess, 
too, that I am unwilling the Barbados should 
be behind any other island, especially in a mea- 
sure which may be carried both safely and just- 
ly, and where its example may be of such be- 
neficial consequence. I am just retured from 
visiting the Northern Islands of the Diocese. 
I have gone over every part of Tortola, and 
though U is far more fertile than the Off Is- 
lands, yet even these are sufficiently productive 
for the laborer to raise the lesser and necessary 
provision of life,— and yet with these islands in 
their very face, the Legislature of Tortola has 
passed the act of abolition. Some of the pro- 
prietors were opposed to it, but they have now 
given up their opposition; and I heard, whilst 
in Antigua, not only that the act had passed, 
but that on the day of its passing, or the follow- 
ing day, some of the leading proprietors rode 
through the island, and were met by the people 
with expressions of the utmost gratitude, re- 
garding the act as a boon granted to them by 
their masters. At Nevis the act has passed. 
At St. Christopher's the council are in favor oi 
its passing, ana with Nevis emancipated in 
vicinity, there is little doubt but the Act 
pass. At Montserrat also it has passed. At 
Antigua, which I visited last year, I found tl 
every thing was proceeding quietly and r 
larly. I found too, the planters in nigh spl 
and some estates, which had been given , 
restored; and the small patches and tenement 
of the free people, commencing last year, no' 
in a very satisfactory state of cultivation, 
is possible, indeed, that these last menti 
unless the population Is pzosortionably 1st . 
ed, may affect the cultivation of the larger 
tales, but there they are, and Nourishing, at 
have describe*, whilst I was in the Island, 
contiguous, though abandoned estate was 
chased by Or Henry Maitfe lor «te*t *V 
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currency, being 3,0001. more than he had offer- 
ed a few yeara previously. To compare Bar- 
bade* with any other islaud, either as to ptpu- 
latiun, waaith, or Ftate of agriculture, is un- 
necessary. I hare seen nothing like the com- 
mercial actwiiy which I saw in tbe stree s 
yesterday, except at St. Thomas ; ai. 1 1 feel, 
therefore, on all these grounds, tbat the act may- 
be passed safely and justly. At the sams lime 
I am not unmindful or insensible to the state of 

Sabltc opinion in the mother country, nor to 
te many new and. harassing annoyances to 
which the proprietors may be exposed during a 

? retracted continuance of the apprenticeship, 
request that my full concurrence in the reso- 
lution of the council, may be accorded on the 
minutes of this day's proceedings." 

Such is the testimony of a witness in no 
wise warped by prejudice in favor of the anti- 
slavery parly 

Tne debates which took place in the legisla- 
tures of both Barbados and Jamaica, are full 
of similar testimony, uitered by men every way 
qualified to bear witness, and under influences 
which relieve their testimony from every taint 
of suspicion. 

In the legislature of Jamaica, on tbe ques- 
tion of a Committee to bring in a Bill, Mr. 
Good remarked, "He could say tbat the ne- 

froes from tbeir general good conduct were 
esetving of the boon. Then why not give ii 
with a good heart? why exhibit any bad feel- 
ing about the matter? There were many 
honorable gentlemen who had benefitted by the 
pressure from without, who owed their rank 
in society and their seats in that house to the 
industry of the negroes. Why should they 
now show a bad heart in the ma'ter? — Nine 
tenths of the proprietors of this island had de- 
termined upon giving up the apprenticeship. 
Hundreds of thousands were to be benefitted — 
were to take their stations as men of society, 
and he hoped the boon would not be retaided 
by a handful of men who owed their all to 
slavery." 

Mr, Dallas said,— "The abolition of the re- 
maining term of apprenticeship must take place : 
let them then join hand and heart in doing U well, 
and with such grace as we now could. Let it 
have the appearance of a boon from ourselves, 
and not in downright submission to the coercive 
measures adopted by the British Parliament" 

After a committee had been appointed to 
prepare and bring in a Bill for tbe abolition of 
the apprenticeship, a member rose and proposed 
that the 28th of June should be its termination. 
We give his speech as reported in the Jamaica 
papers, to show how fanatical even a slave* 
holder may become. 

" On tbe members resuming their seats, Mr. 
Hart proposed tbat it be an instruction to tbe 
committee appointed to bring in the bill for 
abolishing tbe remainder of the apprenticeship, 
to inseti a clause in it, that the operation of 
that bill should commence on the 88th of June, 
that being the day appointed for the coronation 
of tbe Q.aeen. He felt proud in telling the house 
that he was the representative ef the Mack popur 
Ulien, He was sent there by the blacks and his 
ether friends. The white Christians bad their 
representative*, the people of color had their 



representatives, and he hoped shortly to *<w the. 
day when the blacks would send in their cw7i re- 
presentatives. He wanted the thing .dotie ui 
once, Sir, said the honorable member w*xrNCr 
waim.- It was nonsense io delay it. It could 
be done in three lines as be said befoie, deie 
1840, and put in 1838. That was all thai they 
bad to do. It it were possible let the thing be 
done in two words. He went there to do his 
duty to his constituents, and he was determined 
to do so. His black friends looked up to him 
to protect them—and he would press his mo- 
rion that all tbe apprentices in the island should 
be crowned on the 28 h of June. (Tbundenng 
roars of Jauahter.) He was as independent as 
any honorable member, and would deliver his 
sentiment, without caung who were and who 
were not pleased. He was possessed of pro- 
perly in • apprentices — ht had an estate with 
nearly two hundred negroes, thai he was deter- 
mined to crown on the SSlh of June. (In creased 
roars of laughter in the bouse, and at the bar.) 
He would not be laughed down. His proper- 
ties were not encumbered. He would r<ot owe 
anything on them afer they were paid for, and 
that he could do. (Loud laughter.) He was 
determined to have his opinion. As he had 
said before, the 28th day of June being fixed 
for the coronation of ail the negroes in the 
island, that is the day they ought to be released 
from the apprenticeship. (Thundering and 
deafening roars of laughter). (Here the ho- 
norable member was told that the Gtueen was 
to be crowned on that day.) Ab, well, he had 
made a mistake, but he would tell tbe house 
the truth, he had made up his mind to give his 
apprentices freedom on that duy, but he did not 
wish to io it wilhmt his neighbors doing the 
same, lest they should say he was setting a bad 
example. He would press his motion to a di- 
vision. It had been seconded by his honorable 
friend on his right, — (Aside, "Good, didn't 
you promise to second itl") The honorable 
member then read his motion, and handed it 
up to the clerk." 

The " mistake" of this liberal descendant of 
Israel, which excited so much merriment was, 
after all, not a very unfortunate one, if the 
" crown" of manhood is more important than 
that of monarchy. The members objected to 
so near an approach to immedialism, not, bow- 
ever, be it remarked, on account of the unfit- 
ness of the apprentices, (slaves) but their own 
convenience. Among those who replied to 
Mr. Hart, was Mr. Osborn,of unmingled African 
blood, born a slave, and who, we are informed, 
was a successful competitor for ths seat he now 
occupies against the very man who formerly 
claimed him as property. Mr. Osboro and his 
partner Mr. Jordon were editors of the Ja- 
maica Watchman, and had contended manfully 
for libprty when it was a dangerous word. 
Mr. Osborn said :— '*He was astonished at the 
walloping liberality which seemed to have 
seized some honorable members, now there 
was nothing to contend for. Their liberality 
seemed to have outrun all prudence. Where 
were they and their libefality when it was al- 
most death to broach the question of slavery 1 
What had become of their philanthropy 1 But 
no, it was not convenient then. The stream 
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was too strong for them to resist. Now, how* 
ever, when tue question was finally settled, 
•when nothing remained for them to do, it was 
the lime that some honorable gentlemen began 
to clamor their liberality, and began a race 
who should be the first, or who should hare 
the honor of first terminating the apprentice- 
ship. He htped the motion rr>uld be with- 
drawn, acid the discussion put an cud to." 

What had become of the visions of blood 
and slaughter 1 Could there be more impres- 
sive tes'itxiony to the safety of Emancipation in 
all, even the wotst cases % 

We might add to 'his testimony that of the 
universal newspaper press of the British West 
India colonies. We have room, however, to 
select only from a few of the well known op- 
ponents of freedom. 

" We seriously call upon our representatives 
to consider well all toe bearings of the question, 
aDd if they cannot resist effectually these en- 
croachments of the Imperial Government, adopt 
the remaining alternative of saving themselves 
from the infliction, by giving up at once and 
entirely, the bone of contention between u<. 
Thus only shall we disarm, if anything in rea- 
son or in nature can, our enemies of their slan- 
derous weapons of offence, and secure in as 
tar as possible, a speedy and safe return of 
peace and prosperity to this " distracted" colo- 
ny.— Without this sacrifice on our parts, we 
•«ee no shelter from our sufferings— no amelio- 
ration of present wrongs—no hope for the fu- 
ture; but on the contrary, a systematic and re- 
morseless train laid Tor the ultimate ruin of 
every proprietor in the country. With this 
sacrifice, which can only be to any extent to a 
few, and which the wisdom of our legislature 
may possibly find out some means or other of 
compensation, we have the hope that the sun- 
shine of Jamaica's prospetity shall aot receive 
any further diminution j but shall rather dawn 
again with renewed vigor; when all shall be 
alike free under the protection of the same law, 
and the fame law-givers; and all shall be alike 
amenable to the powers that punish without fa- 
vor and withou t affection."— jiawaica Standard. 

M There is great reason to expect that many 
Jamaica proprietors will anticipate the period 
established by the Slavery Abolition Act for 
the termination of the apprenticeship. They 
will, as an act of grace, and with a view to 
their future arrangements with their negroes, 
terminate the apprenticeship either of all at 
once, or by giving immediate freedom to the 
most deserving; try the effect of this gift, and 
of the example afforded to the apprentices when 
they see those who have been discharged from 
the apprenticeship working on the estates for 
wages. If such a course is adopted, it will af- 
ford an additional motive for inducing the Le- 
gislature to consider whether the good feeling 
of the laboring population, and their future 
connection with their former employers, may 
not be promoted by permitting them to owe to 
t>e grace of their own Legislature the termi- 
naurw of the apprenticeship as soon as the re- 
quisite legislation for the new state of things 
has been adopted." — Jamaica Derpateh. 

Of such sort as this is the testimony from all 
thfiCdoaies. most abundantly published in the 
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Emancipator and other abolition paper*, to the 
point of the eaftty of entire Emancipation. At 
the time when the step was taken, it was uni- 
versally concluded that so far from being dan- 
gerous it promised the greatest safety. It would 
cot only put an end to the danger apprehended 
from the foreign interference of the abolition- 
jst$, but it would conciliatt the negroet ! And 
we are not able to find any one who professes 
to be disappointed with the result thus far. 
The only evil now complained of, is that the 
new freemen do not in some instances choose 
to work on the term* offered by the planters. 
They hav6 shed no man's blood. They bave 
committed no depredation. They peaceably 
obey the laws. All this, up to the latest date, 
is universally admitted. Neither does any one 
now presume to prophesy anything different for 
the luture. 

INDUSTRY. 

On the one topic of the industry of the 
Emancipated people, the West Indian papers 
give the most conflicting accounts. Some re- 
present them as laboring with alacrity, dili- 
gence and effect wherever* anything like an 
adequate compensation is offered. It is assert- 
ed by some, and not denied by any authorities 
that we bave seen, that the emancipated are 
industriously at trork on those estates where 
the masters voluntary relinquished the ap- 
prenticeship before th„ arst of August and met 
their freed people in good faith. But most of 
the papers, especially in Jamaica, complain 
grievously that the freed people will work on 
no reasonable terms. We give a fair specimen 
from one of the Jamaica papers, on which 
our political editors choose most to rely for 
their information :— 

" In referring to the state of the country this 
week, we have still the same tale to tell of little 
work, and that little indifferently done, but ex- 
orbitantly charged for ; and wherever resisted, 
a general ''strike" is the con&evjuence. Now 
this, whatever more favourable complexion the 
interested and sinister motives of others may 
attempt to throw around it is the real state of 
matters upon nine-tenths jf the properties situ- 
ated in St. James's, Westmoreland, and Ha- 
nover. In Trelawny ^ey appear to be doing 
a little better ; bat chat only arises, we ate 
confident, from theionger purses, and patience 
of endurance under exorbitant wages, exhibit- 
ed by the generality of the managers of that 
parish. Let Aem wait till they find tbey can 
no lunger cmtinue making sugar at its preseat 
expensive /ate, and they will to en find wh«fc«r 
Trelawn/ is substantially in a better conditio 
than e0»ev of the other parties.**— Standafa, 
quote Jin the Morning Journal cf Not. 2 

TAis is the " tale " indeed, cf a great part of 
thr West India papers, sung to the same hum 
oVuin tune ever since the first of August ; and 
so faithfully echoed by our own pro slavery 
press that many of our estimable fellow citi- 
zens have given it up that the great "experi- 
ment" has tamed out unfavorably, and that the 
colored population of the West indies are ra- 
pidly linking from the condition of dove* to 
that of idle fpeemeni Were we -ail in a pou$» 
tion perfectly disinterested and above the peca- 
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! lisr influence ot slavery, we might perhaps 
consider (Less complaints as making for, rather 
than against, the character of the Emancipated 
and the cause of freedom,, inasmuch as they 
• prove the former slaves to hare both the discre- 
tion and the spirit which should characterise 
freemen. Bnt to the peculiar optics which 
abound in these United States it mar be neces- 
sary to show the entire picture. 

To prove in the first place the general false- 
hood of the complaints themselves it is only 
necessary to advert to recent official documents. 
For oar present purpose it will be sufficient to 
refer to Jamaica. The legislature was con- 
vened on the 3(Hh of October and addressed by 
the Governor Sir Lionel Smith in a speech of 
which the following ei tract pertains to our sub. 
ject :— 

Gentlemen of the Council, 
•'• Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of ihs House of 
Assembly, 

" The most important event in the annals of 
colonial history bus taken place since I last had 
the pleasure ot meeting the legislature of this 
Island ; And I am happy in being able to de- 
clare that the conduct of the laboring popula- 
tion, who were then tfee objects of yoar liberal 
and enlightened policy, entitle* thm to the 

j highest praise, and amptyprovus hate WELL 
THEY HAVE DESERVED the bom oj free* 

i Amt. 

w It w&? not to be expected that the total ex- 
tinction of the apprenticeship law would be fol- 
lowed 7 >y an instantaaeoas return to active la- 
bor, ml feeltog as I do the deepest interest in 
k the raccesstnl result of the great measure now 
in progress, I sincerely congratulate you and 
the country at large, on the improvement 
which is daily taking place in the resumption 
of industrious bibits, and I TRUST THERE 
IS EVERY PROSPECTOF AGRICULTU- 
RAL PROSPERITY. 9 

Such is the testimony of a Governor who is 
co stranger inrhe West Indie? and who was 
put in the place *f Lord Sligo as more accept- 
able to the planter* But what said the House 
of AssembJy in reply 1— -a House made up 
chiefly of attornies wk> had more interest than 
any other men in the continuance of the old sys- 
tem, aad who, as will presently bs shown, were 
not unwilling to have the " experiment" fail t 
They speak as follows ••— 

f « May it Please your Excellency, 

" We, her Majesty's dutiful and loyal sub- 
jects, the Assembly of Jamaica, thank your 
Excellency for your speech at the ipeningof 
the session. 

The House join your Excellency in bear- 
tag testimonv TO THE PEACEABLE BAN- 
NER in which the laboring popute'ics i*ve 
conducted themrslves it* a state of FREE- 
DOM. 

K It certainly was not te be expected that so 
great a change in the condition of the people 
would be followed by an immediate return to 
active labor. The House, however, are wil- 
ling to believe that some degree of improve- 
stent iR taking place, and they sincerely join 
im the HOPE expressed by your Excellency, 
that th# agricultural interests of the Island 
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may ultimat ely prosper, by * resumption of in- 
dustrious habits on thepaxt of our peasantry 
in their new condition." 

This settles the question. Those who will 
□ot be convinced by such documents as these 
that the mass of the Emancipated in Jamaica 
are ready to do their part in the system of free 
labor, would not be convinced if one rose 'Yam 
the dead to prove it. 

We are now prepared to investigate the 
causes of the complaints, and inquire why in 
numerous cases the negroes have refused to 
work. Let us first go back to the debates in the 
Jamaica Legislature on the passage of the 
Emancipation bill in June, and see whether we 
can discover the temper in which it was passed, 
and t'ae prospect of good faith in its execution. 
We can hardly doubt ihat some members, and 
some especially from whose speeches on that 
occasion we have already quoted, designed 
really to confer the " boon of freedom." But 
others spoke very differently, 1o understand 
their language we nust commence with th« 
Governors speech at the opening of the ses- 
sion :~ 

" Gentlemen of the Council, 
" Mr. Speaker, ana Gentlemen of the Assembly, 

" I have called you together, at an unusual 
season, to take into your consideration the state 
of the Island under the Laws of Apprpntice- 
ship, for the labouring population. 

" I need not refer you to the agitation on this 
subject throughout the British Empire, or to 
the discussions upon it in Parliament, where 
the honorable efforts of the y ministry were 
barely found sufficient to preserve the original 
duration of the Laws, as an obligation of the 
National faith. 

" I shsll lay before you some despatches on 
this subject. 

" Gentlemen, 

" General agitation and Parliamentary inter, 
ference have not, I am afraid, yet terminated. 

" A. corresponding exciiement has been long 
going on among the apprentices themselves, but 
still they have rested in sober and quiet hopes, 
relying on your generosity, that you will ex- 
tend to them that boon which has been granted 
to their class in other Colonies. 

" Gentlemen of 'he Council, 
** Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly, 

" In this posture of affairs, it is my duty to 
declare my sentiment?, and distinctly torawn- 
mend to you the early i'*>i equal, abolition of the 
apprenticesMp for all classes. I. do so in confi- 
dence that the apprentice* will be found wor- 
thy of freedom, and that it will operate as a 
double blessing, by securing also the future in- 
terests of the planters. 

" I am commanded, however, to inform you 
that her Majesty's ministers will not entertain 
any question of further compensation. But 
should your views be opposed to the policy I 
lecomraend, I would entreat you to consider 
WqII hots impracticable it teiU become to carry on 
eoetcive labor-- always difficult, it would in 
fatuie be in peril of constant comparison with 
other colonies made free, and with "those es- 
tates in this island made free by individual pro- 
prietors* 
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" As Governor, onaer these circumstances, 
and I never shrink from any of my responsibi- 
lities, I prcnounce it physically mMWiUi to 
maintain the apprenticeship with any kept of suc- 
cessful agriculture, 

" Gentlemen of the Council, 
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly. 

" Job aics is in your hands— she requires 
repose, by the removal of a law which has 
equally tormented the laborer, and disappointed 
the pfa,itcr—& law by which man still con- 
strains man in unnatural servitude. This is her 
fiist exigency. For her future welfare she ap- 
peals K/ your wisdom to legislate in the spirit of 
the times, with liberality and benevolence to- 
wards all classes." 

Wben such a man as Sir Lionel Smitn pro- 
nounced it no longer practicable to carry on co- 
ercive labor, he must have been a bold as well 
is a ra«h planter who would venture to hold on 
to the old system vnder Lord Glenelg's Jm- 
Dnmment Act. Accordingly we find some of 
£he staunchest advocates of slavery, men who 
had been fattening on the oppression of the ap- 
prentices up to that moment, the first, and the 
most precipitate, in their proposals of abolition. 
Mr. Hyslop, Mr. Gay and others were for act- 
ing at ODce on the Governor's speech without 
referring it to a committee. The former said : 
" Be believed that a proposition would be made 
to abandon the apprenticeship from the 1st ot 
August, but he would say let it be abandonedfrom 
Sunday next. He would therefore move that 
the speech be made the order of the day for to- 
morrow." 

'Mr. Guy said: — 

c « The Governor's speech contained nothing 
more than what every Gentlemen expected, 
and what every Gentlemen, he believed, was pre., 
pared to do. In short he would state that a bill 
nod already been prepared by him, which he in. 
tended to introduce to-morrow, for the abolition 
of the apprenticeship on the let of August next." 

Beth these gentlemen are well known by the 
readers of Jamaica papers as obstinate defenders 
of slavery. The latter was so passionately de- 
voted to the abuses of the apprenticeship that 
Lord Sligo was obliged to dismiss him from the 
post of Adjutant General of militia. In the ar- 
dor of his attachment to the "peculiar institu- 
tion" of getting work without pay, he is report- 
ed to have declared on a public occasion, that 
the British ministry were a "parcel of rep- 
tiles " and that •■he " English nation was fast 
going to the dogs." In another part of the de- 
bate :— 

"Mr.Guv hoped the house would not go into a 
discussion of thenature of the apprenticeships the 
terms upon which it was forced upon us by the 
government. All that he knew about the mat- 
ter was, tnat it was a part and parcel of the 
compensation. Government had so declared 
it! In short it was made law. He could not 
help believing that the hon. member for Tre- 
lawny, wes arguing against the dictates of his 
own honest heart— that he came there cut and 
dry with a speech prepared to defend the go. 
txrnment." 

Mr. Barclay, to whom, some yean ago, ths 



planter* gave a splendid terries of plots for his 
ingenio un defence of slavery against tbe tesrihi* 
pen of Jakes Stsfkeh, uid H appealed to be ths 

general feeling of tho house that the apprentiea. 
ship shoal d be done aw»7 with. Be thai s* H 
may, he was fro© to ny that in that part of tim 
island he wss from, and certainly it was a laqp 
and wealthy district, tbe apprenticeship system 
had worked well, and all psrties appeared sots* 
fied with it He denied Last there existed any 
necessity to disturb the working of the system, 
it would have gradually *lided into a bso lute 
freedom if they were permitted tt regulate time 
own affairs, but the government, or rather, ths 
People of England, had forced on the predicament 
in which they were placed. The ministry could 
not help them pelves — They were driven to vto. 
late the national compact, not in exprew woras, 
it is true, but in fact. It was, however, the fare* 
of public opinion that operated in producing tbe 
change. They were placed in a situation front 
which they could hardly extricate themselves— 
They had no alternative, he was afraid, but to go 
along with the stream." 

Mr. Hamilton Bmwn, who ti t&e commanc*. 
mcnt of the apprenticeship came in to * Special 
Magistrate's court and publicly told him that on- 
less he and his colleagues " did their duty by 
having recourse to a frequent and vigorous sppU. 
cation cf the lash, there would be rebellion Mitt 
Parish (of St. Ann's .') in less than a month, and 
all the responsibility of such a calamity would 
rest on their »Aoufc?«r«" I discoursed in ths follow, 
ing manner. " It was always understood, for ths 
apprenticeship had became marketable. Fropsr- 
ties had been bought and sold with them, tasir< 
time bad been bought by others, and by then* 
selves. 

He had no hesitation in saying, that the state- 
ments which had been made in England against 
the planters were as false as hell—they had bees 
concocted here, and sent home by a parcel of 
spies in the island. Tbey were represented at a 
cruel set of men, as having outraged the feelings 
of humanity towards the negroes, or in matter* 
in which they were concerned. This was Cake. 
He did not mean to deny that there were « fan 
instances of cruelty to the apprentice*, bat the* 
those were isolated eases, and was it not hard 
that a hue and cry should be raised against tbe 
whole body of planters, and all made to naffer OB 
account of those few. He would say that there 
was a greater disposition to be cruel to the na> 
gioes evinced by young men arriving m fttt 
island from England, than by the pUmtms. Then 
was, indeed, a great deal of d^ficnlty in rsstrak*. 
ing them from doing so, but the lower they {fetal 
in the country, the more kind ana humans tkey 
became. The negroes were better off ken thorn, 
many of the people of Great Britain, and Ussy 
would have been contented, bad it not bom for 
the injudicious interference of some ftf the Spatial 
Justices. Who had ever heard of negroes Miss; 
starved to death ? Had they not read aeeoonta 
in the English papers ot men destroying thsic 
wives, their children, and afterwards ttaftsetotj 
because they could cot obtain food. They hl4 
been grossly defrauded of their property ; and si> 
ter doing that, it was now sought to destiny tlns> 
constitutional rights. He would repeat, tbey h*4 
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be«a grossly defrauded of their proper? [Here 
fa tho truo slaveholder, logic, chivalry and all.] 

Mr. Prater mid, among other things, " Ho knew 
that it might be said the bill (Lord Glenoids) ■'id 
not go i o tho extent of freeing tho negroes — thai 
toe era about to do ourselves, but ho would ask 
whother we were not driven into tht difficulty by 
which wo are now surrounded! Had wo not 
been brought into this alarming petition, into this 
*xife*cf,byiho conduct of the British Govern- 
ment, Why do we not tell the English nation 
frankly and candidly, that they agreed to give the 
pl&nters six years'' services of their apprentices, as 
a pert of th* compensation, and if they desired to 
do away with it, that we must be paid for it, oth- 
erwise we Will NOT ANSWER FOR ANr CHANGE, FOR 
AMT RTU* WfitCH ARK LIKELY TO ENSUE. Why 

did the government force such an obnoxious bill 
upon nst They had in substance done this, they 
refused to annul the apprenticship themselves, it 
it true, bnt said, we will place them in a situation 
that will compel them to do it themselves. Ho 
moot say that the Government had acted coward' 
bt and *nju*tly f they had in substance deprived 
thorn of the farther two years' services of their 
apprentices, agreeably to toe compact entered in. 
to, upon a pretext that we had not kept faith witn 
them, and now tell us they will give us no com- 
pensation. He hoped the allusion to it in the ad. 
dress would be retained, " 

We beg the patient attention of the reader to 
■till more of these extract*. The present state ot 
things in Jamaica renders thum very important. 
It is indispensable to a correct judgment of the 
result* of the experiment to understand in what 
temper it was entered upon by the parties. Noth- 
ing can show thin more clearly or authoritatively 
than the quotations we are making. We find 
another little torrent of eloquence from the same 
Mr. Hamilton Brown above quoted. He and 
osreral other gentlemen rose to reply to the state- 
ments of Richard Hill, a friend of freedom, and 
Secretary of tha Special Magistracy. 

Mr. Brown-—" Mr.Chairman, I am on my legs, 
Sir. I say thtt we have to thsuak the Special Jus- 
tice*, and the private instructions which they 
bars acted upon, for all the evils that have occur, 
rtd in the country' Had they taken the law for 
their guide, had they acted upon that, Sir, and 
not npon their private instructions, every thing 
would have gone on splendidly, and we should 
have done well. Bnt they bad dittroysd the ne- 
gross with their instructions, they had given them 
tad advice, and encouraged them in disobedience 
' to their master*. I say it, Sir, in the face of this 
, committee— I would say it on my death-bed to- 
morrow, that if the Stipendiary Magistrates had 
dome their duty all would have gone on well, and 
I told hi* Excellency that he might then have 
slept «n a hod of roses.*' 

Here -was one of the abolishers of the appren. 
ticeofeip who fceld that more flogging would have 
made tt work more M splendidly." Mr. Hugh 
Frawr Leslie, who the February before had, in 
Ida place in the Assembly, denominated the anti- 
dtarery d«kgatBC*secmbled in London, ae "a aet 
of erawFng wretches f " the eoum and refuse of 
secictv." *Mha, wasninga and scrapings of the ma- 
MrtVttqnBf districW'.iqEC. &c now delivered him- 
ssif of tto foUotting >*• 



"He would »r*i* my mun in the housr, nay, in 
the country, whether the house had any discretion 
hft to thctr> in the steps they w *n aboui w tale ? 
Could it be denied, thai thoy were driven to the 
present Hltcrn^iivo 1 Could they any longer say 
t?7oy were an independent legislature ? it. would 
be preposterous — absolutely absurd to entertain 
any such idea. The apprenticeship had beru 
forced upon the country as a part and parcel of 
th*» planters' compensation — it had been working 
wtil, and would insensibly Acre elided info a state 
of absolute freedom, had the masters been left 
alone io themselves. It is now utterly ^practi- 
cable to.continve it. A most obnoxous measure 
had been passed by the British parliament, and 
sent out to this country to be promulgated *»y the 
Governor as the law of the land. The functions 
of the legislature were put in abeyance, and a 
British act crammed down their throats. It could 
not bo denied that they were now under a mili- 
tary Government. He was only sorry that the 
thing had not been more honestly dme ; in his 
opinion, it would have been better for all classes, 
for then the government would have taken all the 
responsibilities which might attend the sudden 
change they had driven the house to make, and 
find the means of conducting the affairs of the 
country into a peaceable and successful state. 
Let any person look to the excitement which at 
present prevailed throughout the country, couple 
that with the speech which had been delivered by 
the Governor, ana say { f it was any longer prac- 
ticable to carry on the system of apprenticeship. 
With respect to the doctrine which had been 
broached, that the apprenticeship was not a part 
and parcel of the compact between the govern- 
ment and the planters ; that they (the planters) 
did not possess an absolute, but an incidental right 
to the services of their apprentices, he confessed 
he was at a loss to understand it, he was inca- 
pable of drawing so nice a distinction. He re- 
peated, the government and nation had made the 
apprenticeship a part of the consideration of the 
abolition of slavery, and having placed us in a 
situation to render its continuance impracticable, 
they were bound in honor and common honesty 
to compensate us for the two years." 

Once more, and wo have done. Mr. Berry 
said, 

" He did not think that because the Governor 
said they were not entitled to compensation, that 
therefore they should give up the claim which 
they.unquestionably had upon the British nation 
for further compensation. He would contend 
also, that the apprenticeship was one part of the 
consideration for the abolition of slavery. He 
had heard it remarked that the apprenticeship 
must cease, but it ought to be added that they 
were compelled— they were driven to put an end 
to it by the Government, though they were con- 
vinced that neither party was at this moment 
prepared for immediate abandonment The Go. 
vornor, in his opening speech, had told the house 
that from the agitation at home, and the corres- 
ponding agitation which at the present moment 
prevailed here, it was physically impossible to 
carry on the apprenticeship with advantage to 
masters and labourers. He wonld take leave to 
remark, that the apprenticeship was working very 
weU — in come of the parishes had worked ex. 
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tremely well. Where t!n« was not the case, it 
was attributable to the improper confine? of the 
Special Justices. He did not mean to reflect 
upon tuem all ; there were some honorable ex- 
ceptions, but ho would nay thr.t a great deal of 
th. :ll-fcoling \» hichhad arisen in the country be- 
tween the masters and their f»j>prentices, was to 
bo traced tt> tho irjudicwu* advice and conduct 
of the Special Justices. r 

Such were the enliaionts ol by far the major- 
ity of thoso who spoke in the Assembly. Such, 
doubtless, were the sentiments ot more than 
nine-tenth? of the perrons invested with the 
management of estates in Jamaica. What, then, 
if we had heard that nine-tenths of the emanci- 
pated had refused to be employed ? Could that 
have been counted & failure of the experiment ? 
Was there any reason to believe that the planters 
would noi xesort to every species of oppression 
compatible with a system of wagen ? 

Before proceeding to the question of wages, 
however, we invite the reader to scan the temper 
and disposition of the parties of the other part, 
viz., the laboring population. Let us observe 
more carefully how 1 hey behaved at the important 
period of 

TRANSITION. 

Two of the sturdiest advocates of slavery, the 
Jamaica Standard and the Cornwall Courier, 
speak as follows : — 

The Standard says— "On Tuesday evening, 
(July 31), the Wesleyan, and we believe, Baptist 
Chapels, (St. James') were opened for service — 
the former being tastefully decowted with 
branches of tbe palm, sago, and other trees, with 
a variety of appropriate devices, having a portrait 
of her Majesty in the centre, ana a crown above. 
When we visited the Chapel, about 10 o'clock, it 
was completely full, but not crowded, the gene- 
rality of the audience well dressed ; and au evi- 
dently of the belter class of the colored and 
negro population. Shortly after, tve understand, 
a very excellent and modern sermon, in all poli- 
tical points, was delivered by the Rev. Mr. Kerr, 
the highly respected pastor. The congregation 
was dismissed shortly after IS o'clock ; at which 
hour the church bell commenced its solemn peal, 
and a few noisy spirits welcomed in the morning 
of Freedom with loud cheers, and planted a huge 
branch, which they termed the " Tree of Liber., 
ty," in the centre of tht two roads crossing the 
Market square." 

Again the Standard observes, "The long, and 
somewhat anxiously expected jubilee of Eman- 
cipation has arrived, and now nearly passed over, 
with a remarkable degree of quiet and circum- 
epection. Of St. James's of course, we speak 
more particularly,— St. Jam© "s, hitherto the most 
reviled, asd most unwarrantably calumniated 
parish, of all the parishes in tins unfortunate &rad 
distracted colony !" 

The Cornwall Courier says, " The first *,f 
August, the most important day ever witnessed 
In Jamaica, has passed quietly as far as actual 
disturbance is concerned." 

The Jamaica Morning Journal, of whose re- 
cent course the planters should be the fcst to 
complain, gives more particular information of 
tbe transition is ail parts of the island. We give 
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copious extracts, for to dwell upon sach a some 
must soiten the heart. It is good sometimes to 
behold the joy of mere brute freedom— the bound- 
ings of the noble horse freed from his stable aad 
nis halter — the glad homeward flight of the bird 
from its cage — but here was besides the rational 
joy of a heaven-horn nature. Here were 300,000 
soul* set free; and on wings of g.-atitudc 
flying upwards to the throne of God. There 
were the gatherings in the public squares, there 
were the firo-works, the transparencies, tho ir*e» 
of liberty and the choui* of the jubilee, but the 
churches and the schools were the chief scenes, 
and hymns and prayer the chief language cf this 
great ovation. There was no jiving up to 
drunken revelry, but a solemn recognition of 
God, even by those who had not been wont to 
worship him. His temples were never so crowd- 
ed. His ministers never so much honored. We 
give the picture in all its parts, faithfully, and as 
completely as our information will enable ns to 
do. 

August 2. 

" In this city, the day has passed off in the way 
in which such a day ought to pass off. With glad 
hearts and joyful lips, the people have crowded 
the temples of the living God, and poured out 
their praises and thanksgivings for the great 
benefits they had received at the hands of a bene- 
ficent Providence. That they will continue to 
deport themselves as dutiful subjects, and (pod 
men and women, we have no doubt. From tin 
country we wait with anxious hopes to hear that 
e verything has gone off with the same peace, and 
quiet, and order, and regularity which have pre. 
vailed here, and especially that the people have 
returned to their labor, and are giving general 
satisfaction. 

From the same. . 

Among the various ways of interesting th& 
minds of our newly enfranchised peasantry on 
the 1st of August, was that of planting a Palm 
tree emblematical of liberty, and commemorative 
of its commencement in this island. Both in 
Kingston and in Liguanea, we understand, this 
ceremony was performed by the schools and 
congregations of the " London Missionary Soei. 
ety." The following Hymn, composed by Mr, 
Wooldridge, for the purpose, and committed to 
memory by many of the children, who were treated 
with cases and lemonade. 

Appropriate sermons were preached, both 
morning and evening, by the Rev. Messrs. Wool, 
dridge and Ingraham, and in the evening a Tern, 
pcrancc Society was formed for the district of Li. 
guanea, when several signed the pledge. 

The thorny bush we'll clear away 
The emblem of old slavery — 
Let every fibre of it die v 
And ail its vices cease to be. 

Let indolence, deceit, and theft, 
Be of their nourishment bereft, 
Let croe! wrong now disappear, 
And decent order crown each year. 

Procekbotob at Trklawnt. — A correspond, 
ent in Trelawny writes. The first of August wis 
observed by the people so decently and devoutly, 
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', and with such manifestations of subdued, jet 
[ grateful feeling, that they Appeared more like a 
•elect class of Chriftians celebrating some holy 
day of their church, than a race hut recently 
converted from idolatry, and who were just 
emerging from the pollution! aod degradation ot 
slavery. 

Tbsat to T3s CanjoxN. — Tho mort interact, 
iagand truly exciting scene of all in Trelawny, 
ru the spectacle of some hundred* of happy chil- 
<drM dining. This feast for them, and for aU 
who had hearts that could sympathiso with the 
bappiness of others, was provided by the Rev, 
Mr. Knibb. Similar scenes were enacted in the 
rural district*. The Rev. Mr. Blyth had. I be. 
liete, a meeting of his scholars, and a treat pro. 
Tided for them. The Rev. Mr. Anderson had a 
large assemblage of his scholars at the school- 
bouse, who were regaled with meat, bread, and 

i beverage, and aleo a large meeting of the adult 
members of hie Church, to every one of whom, 
who could, or wa* attempting to learn to read, 
be gave a book.-{HE GAVE A HOOK.} 

At St. Eli*awh.— At the hour of 10, A. M., 
there mi xbont 9000 persons assembled at Groe. 
mood, when the clergyman, the Rev. Mr. Hylton, 
pvuyu s ed an adjournment from the Chapel to the 
abade of come wide-*preading tree* in the com. 
mtm pastnre, whither the happy multitude imme- 
dbttelr adjourned. The rooming service of the 
eiiurch having ended, the Rev. Gentleman preach. 
mi a moat impressive sermon from the 4th chap- 
ter of Zech, 6th verse— Not by might, nor by 
power, bat by my Spirit, saith the Lord of 
Hosts" — In his application, he took a brief review 
of the history of the island—the conquest by the 
Spanish— the extermination by the Indians — and 
the eoneeqnest introduction of the negroes from 
Africa, He then adverted to the several in kit- 
lections that had taken place during the period 
nee the eooquest by the British, to the last gen. 
aval rebellion in 1832, in which both himself and 

1 many present were deeply interested. Having 
shown that all these insurrections had been sup. 
pressed, and had come to nought, he proceeded 
to point oat bow through Divine providence Mr. 
Wilberforee was raised up to advocate the cause 
of the oppressed African, end since that period, 
•top by step, various privileges bad been quietly 
conceded to the colored race, until the final con. 
summation by the Legislature, in abolishing the 
last vestiges of slaveiy on the 1st of August, 
1838. 

. .The Err. Gentleman"! honorable mention of 
Mr. Wilberfbree appeared to be deeply felt and 
acknowledged by all around. After the service 
was concluded, the assembled multitude gave 
three hearty cheers for Queen Victoria, and three 
for Lord Mulgrave, the first frtt Governor that 
ever came to Jamaica. 

A more decent, orderly, and well-behaved as- 
semblage could not b- seen in any part of the 
world. The people have indeed proved them- 
telves worthy of the "greo* been* conferred 
upon them. 

At Pokt Mama-— The first of August passed 
>ff happily and peaceably. The people felt 
leeply the great blessing that bad been conferred 
m them, and behaved unc^mmonl? well. AU 
be places of worship were crowded ; indeed. 
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thrice the number would not bate contained those 
who attended, and many of whom could not bo 
accommodated. 

From the Cornwall Chronicle of Aug. 4. 

Nothing could give a fairer and fuller confi- 
dence in the character of the negroeB than their 
condnct on so joyous and trying an occasion, as 
what they have exhibited during the brief period 
of their political regeneration. It may be con- 
sidered as an earnest of their future peaceable 
demeanor ; the disbelief of the sceptic will thus 
be put to the blush, and the apprehensions of the 
•imid allayed. The first of August ban passed, 
and with it the conduct of the people has been 
such as to convince the most jealous, as well as 
the most sanguine of the evil prognofticators, 
that they are a good and trust-worthy people. 
There is no doubt but that this day will be held 
for ever as a sacred anniversary— a new Pente. 
cost— upon which they will render thanks for the 
quiet "possession of their Canaan" — free from 
all political oppressions, and that they can suffer 
only from the acts of their own indiscretion. If 
ever they were placed in & favorable situation 
wbich they could improve, it could not have been 
equal to the present. — The exercise of modera- 
tion, however, is now most required, and will be 
greatly appreciated to themselves at a future 
time. 

Covskklanb Pts., &t, Catkkfunf. — The 
conduct of the people in this district generally, 
is such as to entitle them to the highest commcn. 
datton. Well knowing the inconvenience to 
which their masters' customers would be other- 
wise reduced from a want of food for their horses 
and cattle, they voluntarily went out to work on 
the second day, and in some instances on the fol- 
lowing', and supplied the usual demand of the 
market, presenting their labor thus voluntarily 

given as a free-will offering to their employers, 
ommcnt on such condnct would bo superfluous. 
The late apprentices of Jamaica have hitherto 
acquired honors, 

Above at! Greek, 
Above all Roman fame. 

So far as they are concerned, the highest ex- 
pectations of their friends have been more than 
realized. Let the higher classes universally but 
exhibit the same dispositions and conduct, and 
the peace and prosperity of Jamaica are for ever 
secured. 

Morning Journal of August 4. 

SAINT THOMAS IN THE EAST. 

"Up to the moment when the post left Morant 
Bay, the utmost tranquillity prevailed. In fact, 
from the quiet of the day and the circumstance 
of droves of well-dressed persons going to and 
from the Church and Chapels, I was occasionally 
deluded, eaya a correspondent, into the belief of 
the day being Sunday. The parish Church was 
crowded, and the Rector delivered a very ablo 
and appropriate address. The Methodist and In- 
dependent Chapels were also filled. At both 
pieces suitable sermons were preached. At the 
latter, the resident minister provided an ample 
second breakfast, which was faithfully diseussed 
under the shade of a large tent purposely erected 
for the occasion. The Rev. Mr. Atkins,, Wesley- 
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an Minister, nas proceeded from this place to lay 
the foundation stono of a chapel Ibis afternoon, 
(1st August) at Port Morant, in which important 
service he will be assisted by Thomas Thomson, 
Esq., Churchwarden, and Alexander Barclay, 
Esq., Member for the parish. It iR expected that 
many thousand spectators will be present at the 
interesting ceremony. From all I have been able 
to learn the changes among the labourers on tho 
estates in this quarter, will be very limited, these 
people being apparently satisfied with the arrange- 
ment for their continued domicile on tho respect, 
ire properties. 

Another correspondent writes — f » we are very 
quiet here. The day has arrived and nearly pass, 
ed off, and thank (rod the predictions of the 
alarmists are not fulfilled. The Chapels were 
quite full with a great many persons in the yards. 
The Independents are just sitting down to a 
feast. The Rector delivered a sermon or rather 
a string of advices and opinions to the labouring 
population, the most, intolerant I have heard for 
a long time. This parish will, I am quite cer- 
tain, enjoy in peace and quietness this happy ju- 
bilee. 

MANCHESTER. 

We learn from this parish that the Churches 
and Chapels were crowded many hours before the 
usual time for beginning service. Several thou- 
sand persons remained outside the respective 
places, which were much too small to afford the 
accommodation. Every thing was quiet and or- 
derly when the post left. 

Says the Jamaica Gazette of Aug. 4th, a pa- 
per of the Old School-—" In spite of all the en- 
deavours of a clique of self-interested agitators, 
clerical humbug and radical rabble, to excite 
the bad passions of the sable populace against 
those who have been the true friends of Colonial 
freedom, and the conservators of the public 
peace and prosperity of the country, the bonfire, 
bull-roast, and malignant effigy exhibited to 
rouse the rancor of the savage, ' ' d to pro- 
duce the effect anticipated by the projectors of 
the Saturnalia^ and the negro multitude fully 
satisfied with the boon so generously conceded 
by the Island Legislature, were in no humor to 
•wreak their wrath on individual benefactors, 
whom the envy of party spirit had marked out 
as the victims of truth and independence. 

We are happy to give our meed of praise to 
the decent and orderly conduct of the sable 
multitude, and to record that it far excelled the 
Loco Pbco group of bullies. and boasters in 
decency andpropriety of demeanor. A kind of 
spree or scuffle took place between donkey-dri v- 
crduallo and another. We don't know if they 
came to close fisti-cufD, bat it was, we are as- 
sured, the most serious affray on the Course." 

The following is the testimony borne iu re- 
gard to Barbados. 

From, the. Barbados UJkral^ Aug. 
- First op August. 

" It gives us great pleasure to state that, so far 
as our information from the country extends, 
this day was observed in a manner highly cre- 
ditable to our brethren. We never ourselves 
anticipated any riotings or disorder on the part 
of the emancipated. A little exhilaration be- 
jetting a shout or two, would not hare surpris- 



ed us ; but even this, we are happy to My, 
made no part of their manifestation of joy. 
The day was spent in quiet piety I In heartfelt, 
soul overflowing gratitude to their heavenly 
Father, whose divine agency had raised up 
friends in their necessity, and brought their 
great tribulation to au end, they crowded at an 
early hour to the several churches and chapels, 
in which their numbers could scaicely find 
turning room, and then quietly and devoutly 
poured forth their souls in prayer and praise 
and thanksgiving! No revelling*, no rioting* 
no drunkenness, desecrated this day. We hare 
heard from five parishes, and in none of the 
five have we heard of a single convivial meet- 
ing. From church and chapel they went to their 
homes, and cat their first free dinner with their 
families, putting to shame the intolerant preju- 
dices which had prepared powder and balls, 
and held the Riot Act in readiness to correct 
their insubordinate notions of liberty 1" 
From the New Haven. Ct, HermW. 

•* Borbadot, Aug. 9, 1838 . 
Yesterday** mm rose upon eight hundred 
thousand freemen, on whom and their ancestors 
the badge of slavery had rested fat two hundred 
years, ft was a solemn, delightful, most metao- 
rable day. I look upon it as a matter of exceed- 
ing thankfulness, that I have been permitted to 
be a witness to it, and to be able to speak from 
experience and from observation, of the happiness 
to which that day has given birth. The day had 
previously been eet apart by proclamation of the 
Governor, "as a day of devout thankegiriaf aad 
praise to Almighty God tor the happy termination 
of slavery .* The thanksgiving and praise were 
most truly sincere, heartfelt and general. It was 
an emancipation not merely of the slave but ftf 
the proprietor. It was felt as such ; openly ac- 
knowledged and rejoiced in as such. Never hare! 
I witnessed more apparently unfeigned expres- 
sions of satisfaction than were made on that da: 
by the former owners of dares, at the load 
which they bad been relieved. 

I do not wish to be understood as asserting 
prerions to the working of emancipation, 
slave proprietors wished the abolition of rfavery. 
Far from it. But having, though unwillingly, 
been made witnesses of the operations of freedom; 
and having themselves tasted of the previously 
unknown satisfaction of employing voluntary 
and contested, because free laborers ; their minds 
became enlightened, softened, changed : 
from being the determined oppoeers, they booam 
themselves the author* of complete emanctpat 
I know not in what terms to describe to you 
emotions excited by passing through the eta 
of this populous town on that memorable mem 
ing. There was a stillness and solemnity tl 
might be felt It was caused by no display 
force, for none was to be seen. Here and J 
a policeman going his usual rounds, but not 
soldier, nor the slightest warlike preparation 
any kind to strike the eye, or overawe the spirit 
of disorder. j 
The spirit that seemed to fill the enure popuieJ 
tion was eminently the spirit of peace, good will, 
thankfulness and joy too deep, too solemn, ta 
allow of any loud or noisy demonstration of it* 
Of coarse, all stores, shops cad offices of «whj! 
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[ kind were closed. So also were all placet of 
; amusement No sound of revelry, no evidences 
of nightly excess were to be heard or teen. I do 
not say too much when I assert that the reign of 
order, peace, and sobriety, wac complete. 

To give eclat to an event of such importance, 
the Governor had ordered one company of militia 
to attend with him at the cathedra!. It is an im- 
menso building', and was crowded in every part of 
it* spacious area, galleries and aisln s, with a most 
attentive assemblage of people, of all colore and 
i conditions. Several clergymen officiated, and 
I one of them at the opening of the services read 
j moat appropriately the 59th chapter of Isaiah. 
i Imagine for a moment the effect in such an an. 
] djewee, on such an occasion, where were many 

i hundreds of emancipated slave* of words like 
these : — " Is not this the fast that I hare chosen, 
to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the 
heavy burdens, and to let tho oppressed go free, 
and that ye break every yoke 7* The sermon 
by the Bishop waa, as might liave been expected 
on such an occaaion, interesting and impressive. 
He spoke with great effect of the unexpected pro- 
\ grew of freedom, from island to island, .from 
I colony to colony, until, with a solitary exception, 
j upon that day the stain of slavery was obliterated 
i forever from every British posscntion. The pro. 
i grew of education, the gradual reformation of 
< morals, and the increasing thirst for religions in 
i straction, were ail dwelt upon with great force, 
t mod the glory of all ascribed, aa was most fit, to 
i the Great Giver of every good and perfect gift. 
! j ft was an occasion rich with happy emotions, and 
If long to bo remembered as a bright and beautiful 
d spot in the pathway of our earthly pilgrimage. 
1 The close of the day was not less auspicious 
t than its commencement- In company with Mrs. 
j H», I drove through several of the principal 
l streets, and thence through the most public tho. 
I ronrhfare into the country ; and no where could 
I tngQt be seen to mar the decent and truly imprec 
I sive solemnity of the day. There were no 
danceii, no merry-making of any sort ; not a soli, 
tary di-onkard, not a gun fired, nor even was a 
shoot heard to welcome in the new-born liberty. 
The only groups we saw were going to or return- 
icg from the different chapels and churches : ex. 
cept in a few instances, where families might be . 
seen reading or singing hymns at their own 
dwellings. 

And now, sir, having arrived at the long looked 
for consummation of all the labors and prayers of 
the friends of the slave for so many years, as I 
bast my eye around this land of liberty, bow many 
thoughts crowd my mind ? ' I ask myself— is it 
ndeed finished ? And are there none to lament 
he downfall of time-honored, hoary-headed 

tavery T Where are the mourners ? Where are 
>e prognosticators of rain, desolation, and woe 1 
Vhem are the riots and disorders, the bloodshed 
rrd the burnings l The prophets and their pro. 
(secies are alike empty, rain, and unfounded, 
ad are alike buried in oblivion. 
[ And why, in the name of humanity, was not 
is glorious consummation brought about ages 
o ?— Is it because the sla ves of 1838 are better 
isd for freedom than those of fifty or a hundred 
ire abide? No one believes it. The only 
titration for freedom required in this island, or 



any where else, in order to put a peaceful end to 
slavery, is the preparation of heart in the ala\-c- 
holder to grant deliverance to the captive. 
Yours truly, 

WM. R. HAYES 
P. S. August 9th.— All is quiet, and tho utmost 
good order every where prevails." 

To complete tho picture we will give two ex. 
tracts of letters from eminent Jamaica Attornies 
to their employers in England, with regard to the 
turning out to" work. It is remarked by the Eng. 
liah papers that the Attornies generally in writing 
to their employers adopt the same strain. They 
are all doing well on their estates, but hear that 
the rest of the island is in a wof I condition. — 
These are tho men who are tho g»?.atest, if not 
the only, losers by emancipation ; hence their tes- 
timony is doubly valuable. 

From the British Emancipator, Nov. 14. 

LETTKXS ntOM ATTORNIKB, 

Extract of a Letter from an eminent Estate 
Attorney, in St. Mary**, Jamaica, doled August 
24> 1838. 

M There was nothing whatever done in this parish, 
or throughout the island, for the first two weeks 
of the month. In this quarter some estates did a 
little last week, and have been making more pro- 
gress since, but the far greater number have not 
yet done any work ; the minds of the people are 
very unsettled, and full of all sorts of foolish no. 
tions, which will continue more or less till wc 
hear of the home government having accepted 
and approved of our abolition bill, and their views 
with regard to us. 

On several of the estates which have wrought, 
the people have struck once or twice. We have 
in this parish ministers of every denomination, 
and they are all acting very properly ; but they do 
not seem to have as much influence as expected; 
we must be at considerate and liberal at possible 
to secure their confidence ourselves. Wo are in 
St. Mary's paying the highest rate of wages in 
the island; L>. 8d. currency per daynett, with 
allowances, are generally offered ; I nm giving 
here, from sheer necessity, 2s. 6d. currency per 
day, without charging any rent in the mean 
time. In the present state of things, when so few 
estates are doing anything at all, I have much 
satisfaction in saying that the people here, on 

— a good proportion of them were at 

work last week, and I have now the mill about 
making sugar, with every probability, I think, of 
going on satisfactorily ; and looking dispassion- 
ately at the great change which has so suddenly 
taken place, our present difficulties are not much 
to k> wondered at. 

Sunday night. 8th Sept, — The foregoing was 
written, but too late, for the last packet but as 
another sails to-morrow, I write you a few lines 
more. There is, up to this moment, but little 
material alteration in the state of affairs general, 
ly, certainly none for the worse. I have n?*de> 
here twenty hogsheads of sugar since the Istult. 
We are altogether in an uncertain state, but there 
are more mills about, ap<i more work doing in 
this district than in any^her in the island, .which 
might and ought to be a feather in the cap of 
Maittor, pur iate stipe. I have no tune to cay 
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more now, excepting that, although I am in great 
hopes that things Trill noon generally improve, 
and am of opinion that our present difficulties are 
cot to bo wondered at, jet oar situation is still so 
critical, that I dare not venture to haxard an opin- 
ion as to the success of tho great experiment. 
I repeat, however, again, that we have not stcn 
anything to disappoint or surprise us, bad as many 
things are." 

Extract of a Letter from an Aitornty in St. 
Mary'*, Jamaica, 34iA August, 1338. 

" The services of the stipes are much wanting 
here ; I am paying 10s. a week for first class, 
6s. 8d. for second, and 4s. 3d. for third, for five 
days work ; they say thdy will not work on Fri- 
days. However, I have got the people at 

to work to-day ; they are behaving better than 
most other*. I hope things will now improve ; 
and it is my opinion that good estates will do, 
and others will fall to the ground. Old Mr. Tytte 
is dead, and his son Alexander made stipe for 
this district. The Governor's speech respecting 
women has done * great deal of harm. None of 
the women want to work. If Lord Gienelg had 
made such a mistake, he would have heard 
enough of it. I wish the Government would 
take it on themselves to settle the rate of wages, 
otherwise two-thirds of the estates will be thrown 
up before next year ; of course I can stand this 

as well as any. The people have behaved 

well : they did every thing I told them ; they 
are working on piece-work, which is the beti 
plan." 

Precisely similar is the testimony of private 
correspondents and of tho public press so far as 
we have been able to learn, in all the other colo- 
nies where emancipation has taken place. There 
is certainly nothing in all th'-s that indicates a 
disposition on the part of the emancipated to throw 
off the employment of their former masters, but 
much the reverse. We may safely challenge 
contradiction to the assertion, that at the expira- 
tion of the jubilee there were not a set of free 
laborers on earth from whom the West India 
planters could have got more work for the same 
money. It may be proper in these days, when 
the maxims of slavery have so fearfully over- 
shadowed the rights of man, to say that a man 
has a right to forbear laboring when he can live 
honestly without it — or, at all events, he has a 
right to choose whether ho will employ himself 
or be employed by another. Hence it may turn 
ont that the refusal to labor, so far as there has 
been any, only serves to prove the mo?* clearly 
the fitness of the laborers of freedom. 

WAGES. 

It must have been obvious to every man of 
reflection that in a change so vast, involving so 
many laborers, and in circumstances so various, 
there would' arise almost infinite dispute* about 
the rate of wages. The colonies differ widely ax 
to the real value of labor. Some have a rich, 
unexhausted, and, perhaps, inexhaustible soil, and 
a scanty supply of laborers. Others are more 
populous and less fertile. The former would of 
course offer higher wages than the latter, for so 
sodden was the step there could be no common 
understanding on toe point. Again, as we hare 



seen, the planters came into the meteor* with 
different views. Somo anticipated the general 
change, and cither from motives of humanity cr 
policy, or more probably of both, adopted a course 
calculated to gain the gratitude and good will of 
tho laborer. — These would offe? wages which the 
leas liberal would call ruinous. Many, and it 
would seem tho great body of them in Jamaica, 
yielded unwillingly to superior power. They taw 
the sceptre of despotic authority was to bo wrested 
from their gr^sp. They threw it down, as one 
may easily believe, resolved to seite tbe best sub- 
stitute they could. They would infallibly fail 
upon the plan of getting the greatert possible 
amour t of woHk for tho least possible amount of 
pay. When we consider that even in tbe oldest, 
most civilised, and most Christiamxed free-labor 
communities, employers are wont to combine to 
keep down the rate of wages, whilo on the other 
hand the laborers throw up work to raise it, we 
.shall not be surprised that there should be things 
of this sort in Jamaica, liberty being in the gristle. 
The only help for such an evil is, that there ie 
always a rate of wages which is advantageous to 
both parties, and things being left to themselves* 
it will at last be found. 

To the planters and freed -men in settling the 
question what wages they should offer and receive, 
two standards or guides presented themselves,- 
I. The rate of wages which bad been riven InAn* 
tigua since 1834. 3. The compensation that had 
been demanded by the Jamaica planters these* 
selves, and adj&Jged by tbe magistrates, in ease 
of apprentices buying their own time. Huodrede 
of planters had declared upon oath what the time 
of the apprentice was worth to them. Possibly 
as sellers, in the elasticity of their consciences, 
they may have set a higher price than they wouM 
be willing to give as buyers. In strict honesty, 
however, it is difficult to pee why labor should net 
be worth to them as much in the one ease at the 
other. The rate of wages fixed upon in Antigua 
may be seen by a reference to tbe Journal of 
Thome and Kimball to be very inadequate to the 
wants of the laborer. Free labor is there screwed 
down to the lowest possible point. The wonder 
is that the laborers should have submitted to such 
a scale for a moment. But they had no prece- 
dent to guide them, no advisers free from the 
yoke of the proprietary, no valuations given by 
their own masters, and there wee every facility 
for successful combination on the part of the 
masters. They must work for such wages as the 
masters pleased to offer, or starve. 

Say Messrs. Thome and Kimball—" By a gam. 
ral undtrttaniing among tkt pUmtert, the rale ie 
at present fixed at a aiming per day, or a little 
more than fifty cent* per week, counting five 
working days.'' This Antigua scale, and not the 
one they themselves had sold labor by during the 
apprenticeship, became at once the nTorite with 
a great pert of the Jamaica and Barbados plant, 
ere. If they in any eases offered higher wagee, 
they made it up by charging higher rent for the 
homes and grounds, which the negroes had buSt 
and brought under culture on their properties. It 
was before the first of August that this proced- 
ure was resolved upon by the planters, as we 
gather from numerous commtmicatkma in the 
papers recommending a variety of modest of gel. 
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ting labor for leaf than it* natural market value. 
We select a tingle one of than aa a specimen, by 
the application to which of a little arithmetic, it 
will be perceived that the employer would bring 
tit laborer in debt to him at the end of the year, 
though not a moment ahoultt be lost by sickness 
or other casualty. The humanity of the docu- 
ment it perfectly of a piece with that of tbo 
system which would ciTiloe mankind by making 
merchandise of them. 

, To Um Editor of th* Mor&inf Jtarnal. 
Sir, — Let meeting! be held, not only in every 
pariah, bat in erery district of a pariah, and let 
ali land-owners, dec, agree not to rent land under 
£8 * per acre, and not to Mil] it for lea* than double 
that ram. Should a few be found regard! eat of 
the rtnerml total, let the proprietary, Ac join and 
parehaae such lands, and if otherwise, it is pre- 
sumed the dissentients to the measure would be 
so small aa not to affect in any material degree 
the general interest, inasmuch aa those who dis~ 
•anted, from the consequent scarcity of land 
arising from the measure, would demand a high 
rental for their land. The maximum system ap. 
pears to be preferable to the minimum, I bare 
therefore made choice of it aa a stimulus to the 
laborers to work of least four days or thirty «aix 
hours in the weok to pay for their rent, ic. &<:-, 
or pay 9*. 1**, for every daft abtence ; or, if 
aiak, pay op the labor by working on the Friday, 
•ten and Saturday, if needful. Weekly settle* 
-Bents with both parties, or immediate summary 
ejectment, if deemed necessary. 

£ t. d. 

Bant of 9 acres of land as a ground for 

each able adult, at £5 per acre . 10 0 0 
Do. of house and garden, from £4 to 

£10 per annum, say - .-600 
Medical attendance, medicine, $c. <£c„ 

worth £A per annum . - 4 0 0 
Clothing and Christmas allowance per 

annum - - 1 13 4 



31 13 4 



Four days* or 36 hour*.' labor in each 
week, at Ss, Id. per day, or 208 
days, at 3a. Id 31 13 4 

If task-work were adopted, or the day's 
labor prolonged to 10| or 13 hours* 
labor, 3 days' or 3} days* labor 
vwxld eujftct, consequently, the 
laborer would have 2 or 3 days 
in each week to work for extra 
wages. 

In addition to the above, say pasturage 
for a horse, at 4s. 3d. per week per 
annum - - 10 16 8 

IWuragefbr anass,fct3s. Id, per week 

per annum - - - - 5 6 4 

Kzn of pasturage and fruit, fer a 
Immtt *r eholt; annuo ottos 
mors, lOd. jper weak, if hot unto, 
It. 84. per »eek; per a nnum, *t 
10d\ per awe* - . . .934 

• The sums are in the currency of the islands. 
W^tSJtotberwiwsayafied, thltf iaTsWto tbo 
fat!«. 



The above charges for pasturage might be paid 
for either by additional labor-, or in money, and 
to a good head-man they might be granted an a 
gratuity, and perhaps an additional acre of land 
allowed him to coltirate. It would be desirable 
that the negroes should, when quito free, work 
11 hours per day in the short days, and 13 hours 
in the longer ones. I believe the ahortest day's 
labor in England in the winter months is 10 
hours' actual labor, and 13 hours' in the summer, 
for which 3 hours they are paid extra wages. 

St. Martf*, 8th June, 1838. S. R. 

The date should not escape notice. By this 
plan, for a few petty indulgences, all of which 
were prof eetedly granted in the time cf slavery 
iteelf, the master could get the entire labor of tbo 
negro, and erven or eight pound* per annum be- 
sides! Some maybe disposed to regard this as a 
mere joke, but we can assure them it was a serious 
proposal, and not more monstrous than many 
things that theplanters are now attempting to put 
in practice. The idea of actually paying money 
wages was horrifying and intolerable to many cf 
(be planters ; they seem to hare exercised their 
utmost ingenuity to provide against so dreadful a 
result. One who signed himself an " Old Planter" 
in the Despatch, before the abolition of the ap- 
prenticeship, in view of the emancipation of the 
non-predial* which was to take place on the first 
of August, gravely wrote as follows : — 

" It is my intention, therefore, when the period 
arrives for any arrangement with them, to offer 
them in return for such services, the tame time a$ 
the pradials now have, with of course the same 
allowances generally, putting out of the question, 
however, any relaxation from labor dating the 
day, usually allowed field laborers, and understood 
as shell-blow — honse people being considered at 
all times capable cf enjoying that indulgence at 
their pleasure, besides the Impossibility of their 
master submitting to such an inconvenience. — 
This appears to me to be the only mode of ar- 
rangement that would be feasible, unless we resort 
to money wages, and I should regret to find that 
such a precedent was established in this instance, 
for it would only be a forerunner to similar de- 
mands at the earning period, when the predial* 
became free." 

There were more reasons than one why "money 
wages" were feared by the Jamaica planters. 
A great many estates are managed by attorneys 
for absentee proprietors These gentlemen pocket 
certain commie-ions, for which reason they keep 
in cultivation estates which cannot possibly yield 
a profit under a system of paid labor. They 
deem it for their interest to retain their occupation 
even at the expense of their employers. Not a 
few conceive it for their interest to depreciate the 
value of property that they may purchase low, 
hence they deem it good policy to refuse wsgee, 
let the crops perish, and get up a panic. The 
documents we shall furnish will be clear on these 
points. The great diversity of practice in the 
planters in regard to wages, as well as the rea. 
•onable disposition of the laborers, is shown by 
the following paragraphs culled from the Mowing 
Journal of August 10:— 

« St. Dave*.— A gentleman in the bsqmw* 
mttit of a property in this puisl^ wrrito in the 
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following strain to his employer — " I have an 
accession of strength this roaming. The people 
are civil aud industrious. I have received fet- 
ters assuring me that the example of the Co- 
coa Walt estate people, has been the means 
of inducing those on other estates to enter 
into the terms proposed—that is fis. per w*ek, 
with houses, grounds, medicines, &c. &c" 

"SlThomas m the East.— -The apprentices 
on Golden Grove Estate, turned out to work 
cn Monday, but we hare not learnt on what 
terms. At Mount Vernon, the property of 
Kenneth M'Pberson Esq., they turned out on 
Tuesday morning to work for five days in the 
week, at lOd. per day with houses, grounds, 
&c." 

»• TuELAwrrr— A correspondent writes, every 
thing is quiet, and the people would go to work 
if any bargains were made, but I believe 
throughout the parish the people were directed 
to go to work on Monday morning, without 
any previous arrangement, or being even told 
bow much they would be paid, or asked what 
they expected. On one estate Is. 8d. with 
houses and grounds was offered and refused. 
Somo of the masters are determined, it is said, 
to hold out, and will not consent to give more 
than Is. 3d. or Is. 8d. per day." 

« St. Johns. — The people in this parish are 
at work on most of the estates without any 
agreement. They teniae the offer of Is. 0 l-2d. 
per day, but continue to labor, relying on the 
honor and liberality ofthe planters for fair and 
reasonable pay. Iftheydonot get these in 
two weeks, our correspondent writes, there 
will be a dead stop. The laborers fix the 
quantity or work to be done in a day, agreea- 
ble to the scale of labor approved of by the 
Governor during the apprenticeship. For any 
thing beyond that, they demand extra pay, as 
was usual under that system." 

»« St, Thomas w the Vai.b.— No work, we 
understand, is being done in this parish as yet. 
A correspondent states that some of the over- 
seers and attorneys wish the people to turn oat 
to work without entering into any arrange- 
ments, which they refuse to do. The attorney 
for Rose Kail, Enollis, New Works, and Wal- 
lace Estates has offered Is. 3d. per day, out of 
which £5 per annum is to be deducted for 
houses and grounds. The offer has been re- 
fused. The overseer of Byndloss estate re- 
quired his people to work without agreeing as 
to the rate of wages they were to receive, out 
they refused to do any thing without a proper 
agreement." 

" St. Makt's — On some estates in this parish 
we are informed, and particularly those under 
the charge of Richard Lewis, Esq. such as 
Ballard's valley, Timperon's estates, Ellis' es- 
tates, dec and of Charles Stewart, Esq. Trinity, 
Royal, Rodin Bremer Hall, &&, and aho ot 
James Geddea, Eta, the laborers are getting 
from 2a. 6d, to 8s. 4d. per day. The suae rates 
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are paid upon many other properties. Oa 
many estates the people have refused to labor, 
and urge objections against the managers, as a 
reason for so acting. They remain and win 
engage to labor, provided the obnoxious parties 
are removed. 1 " 

How could the people be Warned for refusing 
10d. per day, while on "many properties" thtr 
were getting from 3s. 6d to 8*. 44. ? Such 
being also the valuation which the masters had 
uniformly placed upon their time during the ap- 
prenticeship? 

When the planters found that the frto la- 
borers could neither be prevailed upon to labor 
for half-price nor be driven to excesses by such 
paltry persecution, they turned their wrath, m 
had been long their custom, tram the Baptist 
Missionaries. Upon Mr, Eoibb especially they 
laid the blame of giving mischievflos adnse to 
the peasantry. Ami for the obriow purpose of 
exciting the thousands of people warmly d»* 
voted to him, to acts of violence, they attempt- 
ed to bora him in effigy and actually circulated 
tbe report that be bad been mordered. Thous- 
ands of hi* people flocked into Spanish Town, 
threatening to destroy the town if thu report 
proved true. But on learning its Wwty were 
easily persuaded to retire, and (fid to without be- 
ing guilty of any excess whatever. Unmeas- 
ured ana unceasing have been the attacks of 
the Jamaica press upon the missionaries. Upon 
their shoulders has been laid *» the ruin of that 
fine island"— They have corrupted the peas- 
antry and put it in their beads to ask mora 
wages than the estate can possibly give. To 
determine the value of the testimony of the 
miflsionsrieg in this case it is important to know 
the nature of their influence upon the laborers! 
touching the question of wages. We are hap- 
pily ntrnished with the required mfbrmatjon 
from their own lips and pens in the Jam&& 
papers. 

From tke Falmouth Fori. 
SOT. W. KHXHB'a ADVKK TO TKK KKJBOM. 
MCETWO AT THE «• SOT7T1XB SOHDOL-ROCJI." 

On Friday evening last we attend©** the suf- 
field School-room, in this town, which, at an 
early hour was crowded with apprentices and 
head people, from upwards of twenty proper- 
ties, who had met for the purpose of marring 
advice from the Rev. Wm. Knibb, and Speeni 
Justice Lyon, respecting tho course of conduct 
it will ba necessary for them to adopt, on tak- 
ing their stand in society as freemen. Several 
gentlemen connected with the commercial and 
agricultural interests of the parish were present 
on the occasion. 

The Rsv. W. Kmss commenced by saying* 
that he attended a meeting of a similar nature 
at WQberforoe Chapel, on the preceding eve- 
ning. He had thought it better to request the 
attendance this evening ofthe bead peopia, who 
being the more intelligent would be able to ex- 
plain to otheea, the ad?io« wfcMthey wwld 
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now receive themselves. "I am glad," said 
the Rev. Gentleman, « to see so many persons 
pres ent, among whom I notice a few gentlemen 
who are not connected with my church : I am 
glad of the attendance of these gentlemen, for 
what I do, I do openly, and any one is at liberty 
to express his opinion at this meeting if h < de- 
ssros to do so. 

You will shortly, my friends, be released 
from your present state of bondage ; in the 
course of a very few weeks you will receive the 
boon of freedom, and I would therefore impress 
deeply on your minds the necessity of your con- 
| turning the cultivation of the soil on the receipt 
of fair and equitable wages. I am not aware 
myself of any complete scale of wages having 
been drawn up, but I have been on 10 or 12 
different properties, I have conversed with eev- 
era. proprietors, and I am glad to say that with 
tome of them there appears to be a disposition 
to meet the charge fairly and honorably. 
These who are more conversant with figures 
than I am, will be enabled to show what the 
owner can aSord to give for the cultivation ot 
his property. In the mean time I would say to 
you, do not make any hasty bargain : take 
time and consider the subject, for it is one of 
vital interest and importance to all ! If you 
demand too high a rate of wages, the proprie- 
tors will be ruined ; if you consent to take too 
low a sum, you will not be able to provide for the 
wants of yourselves and families. In making 
your arrangements, if there be an attempt to 
grind you down, resist the attempt by all legal 
means ; for you must consider that you are not 
acting for yourselves alone, but for posterity. I 
desire to see every vestige of slavery complete- 
! ly rooted out You must work for money ; you 
mutt pay money to your employers for ail you 
receive at their bands : a fair scale of wages 
must be established, and you must be entirely 
independent of any one. If you continue to re- 
ceive those allowances which have been given 
during slavery and apprenticeship, it will go 
abroad that yon are not able to take care of 
yourselves; that your employers are obliged to 
provide you with these allowances to keep you 
from starvation ; in such a case you will be 
nothing more than s?ave& — To be free, you 
must be independent ; you roust receive money 
for your work ; come to market with money ; 
purchase from whom you please, and be ac- 
countable to no one but that Being above, who 
I hope will watch over and protect you ! — I 
srocerely trust that proper arrangements will 
be made before the 1st cf August- — I have 
spoken to nearly four thousand persons con- 
nected with my church, and I have not yet 
learnt that there is any disposition among them 
to leave their present employers, provided they 
receive equitable wages. Your employer will 
expect from you good crops of sugar and rum; 
and whueyou labour to give him these, he 
most pay you such wages as will enable you to 
provide ytwrselves with wholesome food, good 
elotJung, comfortable horns, and every other 
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.necessity of life- Your wages must be sue!) fts 
to enable you to do this; to contribute to the 
support of your church; the reltef of the dis- 
tressed ; the education ofyour children, and to 
put by something for sickness and old age. I 
hail the coming of the 1st August with feelings 
of joy and gratitude. Oh, it will bo a b!essed 
day; a day which gives liberty to all; and my 
friends, I hope that the liberty which it will 
bring to you will be duly appreciated. " I trust 
I may live to see the black man in the full . en- 
joyment of every privilege with his white breth- 
ren, and that you may all socondoct yourselve* 
as to give the lie direct to those who have af 
firmed that the only idea you have of liberty, 
is that it will enable you to indulge in idle bab 
its and licentious pursuits. When liberty casto 
ber benignant smiles on this beautiful island, 
I trust that the employer and the laborer will 
endeavour to live on terms of friendship and 
good will with one another. — When the labour- 
er receives a proper remuneration for his per- 
vices— when the employer contemplates the 
luxuriance of his well-cultivated fields, may 
tbey both return thanks to a merciful God, for 
permitting the sun of liberty to shine with 
bright efittlgence ! I need scarcely assure you, 
my friends, that I will be at all times ready to 
protect your rights. I care not about the abuse 
with which I may probably be assailed ; I am 
ready to meet all the obloquy and scorn of those 
who have been accustomed to place the most 
unfavourable constructions on my actions. I am 
willing to meet the proprietors in a spirit ot 
candour and conciliation. I desire to see you 
fairly compensated for your labor; I desire 
also to see you performing your work with 
cheerful industry : but I would warn you not to 
be too hasty in entering into contracts. Think 
seriously before you act, and remember, as I 
have already told you, that you have now to 
act not only for yourselves, but for posterity. 

We give numerous documents from these 
gentlemen, as among the best if not the great- 
est part our fellow citizens ; we trust their tes. 
timony will be deemed the best that could be 
offered. 

LETTER OF EIGHT BAPTIST MISSIONARIES. 

To the Right Hon. Lord Glknelp, &c. 

My Lord— -We feel assured that no apology 
is necessary, in requesting your attention to the 
subject of this letter. The official connection 
which you hold with the colony, together with 
the peculiar circumstances in which its newly- 
emancipated population are placed, render 'it 
an imperative doty we owe to ourselves to lay 
before you our sentiments. 

Having labored in the island for many years, 
and having been in daity intercourse with the 
objects of our solicitude, we do feel devoutly 
thankful to Almighty God, that he has spared 
ns to see the disenthralment of our beloved 
flocks ; while it gives us increased pleasure to 
assure your lordenip that they received the boon 
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with holy joy, and that the hour which made lordahip to use those means which ate m joor 

them pien beheld them in thousands humbly power to obtain tor the laborer, who impfonof- 

prostrate at the footstool of mercy, imploring if looks to the Queen for pnxocUoa, juebce at 

the blessing of Hravkn upon themselves ana tha bauds of those by whom the Uw is admsnis- 

their cour'ry, while, during the night and joy- tered. We must, indeed, be Wind to All pawing 

ful day, not a single case of intoxication was events, did we not wee that, without the watch- 

eeen. fnl care of the home government, the ewantry 

To us, as their pastors, they naturally looked district courts, held sometimes in tfie my 

for advice, both as to the labor they should per- habitations of those who will have to make the 

form and the wages they should receive. The complaints, will be dens of injustice and croofty, 

importance of this subject was deeply felt by and that our hearts will again be lacerated by 

ns, and we were prepared to meet it with a the oppressions under which our beloved peo» 

full sense of the responsibility it involved, and pie will groan. 

happily succeeded in inducing them to accept We beg to apprise year lordship, that we 

of a sum lower than that which the representa- have every reason to believe that an early at* 

SVes of the landowners had formerly asserted tempt will be made to deprive the peasantry of 

was Jair and just. their provision gTVMinds — that they will not be 

We regret to state, that a deep combination permitted, even to rent them ; bo that, by pro- 

was formed by many of these middlemen to during starvation and rendering the popuatkM , 

grind the peasantry to the dust, and to induce, entirely dependent upon foreign-supplies for the 

if possible, the acceptance of remuneration daily necessaries of We, a lower rate of wage* 

which, by afibrding no inducement to the pea- maybe enforced. Cruel rs this may Appear 

s&nt cheerfully to labor, would have entailed to your lordship, and unlikely as it may seem, 

pauperism on him and his family, and rain on long experience has taught us that there is no 

the absentee proprietor. It was to this cir- possible baseness of which a slaveowner will 

cumstance, and not in the least to any unwilling- not be guilty, and do means of accomr&ahirig Ms 

ness in the free negro to work, or to demand purposes, however fraught with ran to tho» 

more for his labor than it was fairly worth, that around him, which be will not etapJey. 
for one or two weeks, in some places, the col* Should the peasantry be thus treated, we 

ttvation of the soil was not resumed. Upon shall feel it our duty humbly to implore that 

the planting attorneys, so long accustomed to the lands belonging to the crown mat be 

tyranny and oppression, and armed with a pow- made available for their use. ■ Your lordship 

er over the land which must prove inimical to will remember that these ill-treated people 

the full development of the resources of this became not the subjecte of her Majesty >y 

valuable colony, the blame entirely rests. choice, though they are now devotedly attached 

We suppose that your lordship is folly aware, to her government Their fathers were stolen 

that the la wb under which the laborer is now and brought hither. On their native shares 

placed are tyrannical and unjust in the extreme ; they had hinds and possession* capable of supply* 

laws, we hesitate not to affirm, which are a ias ail their wants* K then* 'after baring 

lisgrace to those who framed them, and which, toiled without remnnaratioa,' Ikey are prevsoft. 

if acted upon by a local magistracy, will entail ed even rentiug a portion of laud which ha* 

upon the oft-cheated, over-patient negro some hitherto been esteemed as their own* we shall 

of the worst features of that degrading state of ask, and shall feel assured- that the booo wi8 

vassalage from which he has just escaped, not be withheld, that her Most Grgciom Majea* 

We particularly refer to « An Act to enlarge tjr,.w31 throw open the lands belonging to 

the Power's of Justices in determining com- the crown, where we may retire from the 

plaints between Masters and Servants, and be- tyranny cf man, and with our people find * 

tween Masters, and Apprentices, Artificers, peaceful and a wet home, 
and others," which passed the Assembly the Though still surrounded by obloquy and re- 

3rd day of July, 1834, while by police acts, es. proach, though ^ nMrt ahonve epithet* and 

pecially ono regulating the town of Falmouth, language disgraoefolly vulgar nw beeps empioy* 

our people wflT be dady harassed and annoyed, ed to assail ue, especially by a newspaper 

We think it right to inform your lordship, knows to be under, the patronage of a bvbep; 

that the greater part of those who hold the and in which all official aooouBJbiroflpjB dwpwl 

commission of magistrates are the very per* are given to the world, yet we umae jaw. 

sons who, by their connectiw with the <wfl, are l^rdahip that, in endeavoanag to promote the, 

the most unfit,- because • the most interested* general interests and welfcre of this oolong w» 

honestly to discharge their important dutkw ; shall siitt puwno that line of ^ 

while their ignorapee> of the law is, in too the result of out judgmenVft^ tBvaeoerda&ee 

many cases, equalled orih/ by their love of with the dkbrtm.&w.*owcM m* ^y-Ur:' • - 
tymnay-i and misrule. Time mutt jrbrk a In no part of th« ishad<«re afinnftamiinNr 

m&hty change in. the views of numbfi'i who made eo njfly <x-mfuif r as tjmitthsse dis t rict s, 

hold this office, ere they believe thw is anj wh^.oor oonsmfajtieaa^t^ 

dereliction of duty in daify de&auetaff tha hsuv, aie the hboresi more lu&fefcgir ppfa a ajnf Vrnw 

Us African. We cannot but entreat your doty, we deep^fcel^ rwooMSffitf atthe 

lM«»lll»niA».-t«l»IWMtH!<'»« , ^lg'.<t.llU)»t<fclMI'««»l'l M— — »l — 'III II IM— M—I U IMi m il « H II II II11M— — — MO— flaw— 
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.present crisis and pledging ourselves to your 
. iordijhip anttlMBritixbQovemment by the sacred 
office we hold* we assure you that ceaseless 
• e&ertssbaU still be exerted, as they Dave ever 
. been,' to promote the peace and happiness of 
those wound ua. 

In the name and on the behalf of our churches, 
for the sacred cause of freedom throughout the 
I world,. we unitedly implore your lordship to 
! throw the shield of Britain's protection over 

> those who are jo*t made her loyal subjects. 
\ All they want, and all they ask is, that, as they 
i are raised to the dignity, so tbey may receive 

all the rights of man, and that the nation who 
J purchased them from bondage may fully secure 
to tbem that civil and religious liberty, to which 
both their unparalleled sufferings and their un- 
exampled patience so richly entitle tbem. 

We cannot conclude the letter, without ex- 
pressing the high sense we entertain of the 
noble and disinterested conduct pursued by his 
Excellency Sir Lionel Smith, the Governor of 
this colony. But for his firmness, Jamaica 
would have presented all the horrors of a civil 
war, 

Feeling assured that your lordship will give 
that attention tc this letter which the subject 
demands, and with earnest prayer that this 
colony, now blest with liberty, may exhibit in- 
creasing prosperity, we are, my lord, your most 
{ obedient servants, 
) Signed by 

[ Thomas BtrscHEtt JohkCxjuuc 
William Knib? B. B. Dexter 

> Thomas Abbott Samuel Gughtgn 
Waiter Denbt J. Hutchins. 

Baptist Missionaries, North Side Union. 
[On the foregoing letter the London Sun has 
I the following obsemtkms.] 
| Every arrival from the West Indies but 
\ strengthens dtf conviction* that there never 
! will be happiness, security, or peace for the 
1 emancipated negroes, so long as the admmistra- 
! tkm of t he tews, and the management of the 
! plantations, are continued in the hands of those 
1 white officials whose occupation, previous to the 
I passing of the emancipation act, consisted in 
i torturing and tormenting them with impunity. 
Tbey cannot endure to witness the elevation to 
the rank of free, mteJhgent, and well-behaved 
feJtow-dtweos, of a class of beings whom tbey 
were accustomed to treat a myriad of times 
Worse than tbey did the H beasts that perish." 
Bating pronoonced them incA tble of civiliza- 
tion, and strangers to all the better feelings ot 
out nature, they deem it a sort of duty to them- 
selves to employ every artifice to neutralize or 
retard every measure calculated to ameliorate 
die moral and social condition of the negro 
raw. SetWral of the coksaal agents have pow- 
erful inducements to die provocation of some 
ansnrreel&xtiry outbreak, on the part of the 
e&mA poptttstion," In the first place, such an 
&rt&e wittM fulfil then* predictkins with regard 
to Ot pWijHii^lBe B»nab^pafiah.Act, and so 



establish their reputation as seers ; and in the 
next, it would (ead to the sale of many of the 
plantations at one-sixth their real value, and so 
transform them fronx agents to principles, as 
they would not fail to be the purchasers. That 
such is their policy cannot, we think,be doubted 
for a moment by those who will take the trouble 
to pen^e a letter addressed by eight Baptist 
missionaries, long resident in Jamaica, to Lord 
Gienelg, which will be found in another part of 
The Sun. These missionaries, we are assured, 
are mea of irreproachable lives, of indefatigable 
christian zeal, and of conversation becoming 
persons whose sacred office it is to preach the 
gospel of peace. That their representation will 
produce a powerful effect upon the minds of the 
people of this country, we feel as confident as 
we do that our gracious Queen will concede 
any boon in her royal gift, necessary to the 
welfare of her colored subjects." 

The following are a seres of letters to Mr. 
Sturge, published in the British Emancipator 
forlNov.28,1838. The one from a Special 
Justice clearly developes the principal causes 
of the backwardness of the laborers. The 
testimony of this letter to some important facts 
will be fully confirmed by that of the Governor 
of Jamaica. The evidence of extortion sub- 
mitted by the missionaries is so explicit, that we 
beg the attention of the reader to all the de- 
tails. Remember the experiment involves the 
claims of millions to that without which life is 
little better than a curse. Every thing hangs 
on the inquiry whether the emancipated or their 
former masters are chargeable with whatever 
there is of ruin in the " fine island" of Jamaica.. 
Says Mr. Sturge, in laying these letters before 
the public, •« it should be clearly understood that 
the fee simple of all negro houses in Jamaica is 
not worth £10 each on an average, and that 
their provision grounds have been brought 
into cultivation by the negroes themselves in 
their (Han time." 

Extract of a letter from a Missionary :— 
Savannah-la-Mar, Sept 8, 1888. 

Mr Dear Sib,— You are probably aware 
that the following question has been submitted 
by the Governor to the Attorney-General for 
his opinion : 

(copy.) 

(No. 844) King 5 House, Aug. 27, 1888. 

Slit; — I am desired by the Governor to re- 
quest you will give your opinion for general pub- 
lication. 1st. Whether in instances of notices 
to quit their houses and grounds, having been 
served upon the late apprentices, they are lia- 
ble to be made to pay rent for the occupation 
of such house?, during the three months al- 
lowed by lavr? 

(oironow.) 
Tbey are. 
(Signed,) DO'Reoi.. 
We&all soon see the evil effects of this 
opinion, ft being generally previously understood 
that the kte apprenticed population would not 
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bo liable for rent until the three months had 
expired, after receiving notice to quit. 

As a specimen of this being made an instru- 
ment of great oppression in the hands of man- 
agers of estates, I would t/tate that two notices 
were yesterday brought .to brotbor Hutching 
for his inspection ; one was served upon David 
Clarke, a labo'-jer, on King's Valley estate, in 
this parish. On the back of the notice to quit 
was written as under ; — 

The rent of your house and grounds is 
twenty-one pounds six shillings and eight pence, 
per annum, commencing 1st of August, 1833, 
ifiegal. 

(Signed) J. H. Jokes. 

Mr. Stnrge appends the following West 
India accounts, which he says are in his posses- 
sion by which it is evident that the planters are 
bringing Uieir laborers in debt to them, by a 
spirit of shameless extortion. 
Charles Duncan to John Dixon Dr 
1838. Sept. 15. To rent of bouse 
and ground, from 1st of August to 
date, 6s. 6d. per week. 2 3 9} 

Cr. By balance, five days, Is. 8d. per day 

0 8 4 



1 15 51 

Charles Brown, to John Dixon, Dr. 
1838. Sept. 13. To rent of house 
and ground, 6s. 8d. per week, 
from 1st Aug. to date. 2 1 10 

Charge for running a bow andpigs, 
from 1st Aug. to date, 2s. 6. per 
week . . . 0 15 8 j 

2 17 0| 

John Alfred Bullock to John Dixon, Dr. 
1S38. Sept. 15. To rent of house 

and garden, from 1st of Aug. 

to date, 6s. Si. per week* 3 3 9} 

Rent of provision ground, 5s. per 

week, 1 12 6 

Pasturage, two weeks, for an ass, 

6s. 3d. per month, .034 
Two hogs, Is. 8d. per week, 1 ' 1 lOf 



Cr. By two days' labour, Is. 
8d. per day 



5 1 6i 
0 3 4 
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I/BTTKR TO MR. STOBOK, FROH A 8PJCCUL JUSTICE. 

Jamaica, Oct. VZlh, 18381 
Freedom has brought with it the blessings we 
anticipated; and as we progress in eirilieatioc 
we shall all be happier. I have ever been «aa- 
gnioe as to its beneficial reunite, and I am not in 
the least disappointed. 1 cannot find language 
sufficiently strong to express the commendation 
due to the negroes for their steady and good 
conduct since the 1st of August. Amidst the 
most trying circumstances they have exhibited 
the greatest forbearance, and placed toeir whole 
reliance on the laws for protection. Itun satis- 
fied that no other nation of free risweoaid 



duct themselves so temperately and well, uBdar 
similar circumstances ; and in my opinion, they 
have pro* <*d thetiselves infinitely superior to 
many of those wha so lRtely exercised almost 
unlimited control over them. I declare to yon, 
to see ttuch a mass of persons, whose moral* 
have been : little regarded by tho*e who held 
them in slavery, and without education, rive all 
at once, and express and condoct th?mseives*a 
admirably, is wonderful. When seeking *t* 
dress before the magistrates for wrongs coas- 
mined by their former owners they have mala- 
tained more coolness and temper than (fair 
more fortunate brethren, when matters are de- 
cided against them. There is a hard struggle 
on the part of the pro-slavery faction to compel 
the negro to work for little or nothing, in-order 
that the attorneys and overseers may keep their 
places as before; and I am informed, by a ge*> 
tleman whose veracity w not to be doubted, and 
who is himself an attorney, that he can still 
keep his overseer and merchant as in former 
days, draw his own commissions, and send 
home to hi* employer a very handsome «nrpin< 
Under such circumstances, well may the! fiends 
of freedom cry shame at the opposition which 
has for so long a xitae been thrown in the way 
of liberty, by these West Indians of practical 
knowledge. The facts are; that the aaacflifr** 
prietors have been led by the advic* they has* 
received from their attorneys'; and thrta hav* 
had so many watsol making mere than ax£ 
honest commission, and have soRweedilrfeada 
their fortunes, that 63 long as ih\.y could »6ife 
tinue slavery, they have exerted every InttM 
ence. The overseer wa$ paVi, iionsed, ted, ani 
waited upon, all at the expense of master and 
slave, besides keeping a fit e stud of horses, fcatt 
as many brood mares at pasture on the property 
as would enable him to dispose of seven ;j& 
eight prime mule* anruaUy ; and so long a* hi 
drove and tormented the poor negro, and mad** 
good crops for the aaomey's commissions, and 
supplied his horses with com, thest liUtt pet^ 
qvisiles were nev*r discovered. Now the pro- 
prietor will har<fy pay for more labor than is 
absolutely necessary to grow and manufacture 
the produce o' his estate; and these gentlemen 
must henceforth look to their own resources, 
for the paytaent of servants to attend and tike 
care of lbiir own interests and comforts. An 
oversee r& situation on ah estate making 3D5 
hogshesds, was calculated in slavery to be equal 
to 3 <XWI. a year. Indeed, no man in any town 
could have lived in such luxury for that sum. 
If tie proprietor would only come out, and live 
pndectly, he would save all this by residing 
oa his property, which he could easily manage 
»y employing, for extra wage*, his format 
steady head people. We*, from long reside&es, 
know the best manner of working the land ; and, 
as to the manufacture of sugar, they are the 
persons who .have all their Uvtj been working 
at it. The most important part of an overanrJ 
and book- keeper's basinets was to make use of 
their eyes. The negro had to make use of his 
less, arms and strength ; and, in nine eases out. 
of ten; his brains kept the white people in their: 
situations, by preventing matters fromgofetg 
wrong. • • 

Iparf^reoiacida with you, aatotbapOM 



ptUrtv of the negro speedily becoming possess 
ed of the elective franchise. In Antigua there 
xa v»ry liule more land than is in ca ti ration 
fur the estates, bai here it Is widely different; 
and they 6 re beginning to settle themselves by 
parckatungmaTl tots very fast. At Sltgoville 
tier? tra nearly fifty new freeholders. The 
negroes axe taught to do this by the perpetual 
worry of their employers, threatening to oust 
them on every trfthng occasion, end withhold- 
ing part of their wages on the plea of noa-per- 
forroaocc of work.— Tho root of all evil is the 
Assembly and the Juries. Nothing requires 

freater alteration ; «nd I shall never rest, until 
sea the black man stand the same chance at 
tba bar of bin coon try as the white man.— The 
ftaxroet will not wont nnder their former hard 
ta*k-os*>i«r».» They determinate!? resist all 
aolicitatioos to l«bor with those who treated 
them ill. They say that the pain is gone, but 
the mark remains, and I respect them for this 

prood feeling. • * * * 
• » • » • * 

I bar* come under his displeasure for taking 
to* opinion of Middleton and McDougal, as to 
lb* legality of charging the negro hire for his' 
boose aad grounds, for the three months daring 
whj&b the notices to quit are running.— Had 
we not taken these opinions, what a fearfai state 
thUgs might we hare been brought to in this 
coustry t lim quite satisfied that no rent could 
fee recovered until the expiration of the three 
■tooths, from vhich time ft would commence 
to ran, and the plaintiff would in law be con- 
sidered in po-ttession of his lands again, which, 
in slavery, be was compelled to give to his 
slave for bis support and maintenance. He 
nest re-enter before he could demand rent, for 
ft fe impossible for bin to prove a contract, or 
Imply cae. The negro did not willingly come 
from Africa, and ocenpj his land ; he was torn 
from his native land, aM compelled by his 
owner, nnder laws that took his ltfe, not to quit 
the land ; how therefore caa he be considered 
to have made a contract, or consented to one t 

rxoM Tt» rev. j. anoooif. 

Manchioneal, Oct. 9, 1638. 
In passing throogh Hector's River great 
house yard, in my way to my preacbin? spot, I 
have tbe most aensitfe demonstration of the 
reality of the political cbsr** bappih brought 
about : for that hot-bouse, in which I hive seen 
one of my own members ta irons for having a 
bad sore leg, and in which I have been gtosly 
ta suited for daring to go to see my poor pewple 
—that hoa«e is s*W «p/ Delightful, I assure 
yon, are my feelings, whenever I go by that 
place, attached to which, too, was the old-time 
prison, a perfect charnel-house. 

nou tbb asv. a. opohton. 

Laux*, OeU*er2, 1838. 
Unused to acts of jostice aod humanity, the 
PtasterSfia a moment of mad excitement passed 
an act to abolish the accorsed system of Slave- 
ry. The debates on that occasion proved with 
what aa ill grace they performed that scanty 
ret of justice, and all experience since that 
period proves bxrw bitterly they repent it. It is 
jce, we are not now, as before, distressed by 



roents, and we are no longer pained by seeing 
human beings chained to each other by the 
neck; but, although craelty has, to a certain ex- 
tent, ceased, oppression has become ten thou- 
sand times more rampant than ever. Every 
act which ingenuity or malice can inventus 
etbplbyetf to harass the poor negroes Prior to 
August list, the planter studiously avoided 
every thing like' an arrangement with the la- 
borer, and when', on the following Monday, 
they turned out to work, the paltry pittance oi 
I2tdv (7|d. sterl } was all that in the majority of 
cases was offered for the services of an able- 
bodied negro, although 2s. 6d. per day (curren- 
cy), bad before been invariably exacted from 
them, when they were desirous of purchasing 
the remaining term ot the apprenticeship Of 
course, the people refused to receive so paltry 
a remuneration for their labour, and this has 
laid the foundation for a course of systematic' 
oppression scarcely conceivable. Not ces to 
quit weieserved indiscriminately on evety one, 
old and young, sick and healthy. Medical at- 
tendance was refused, and even a dose of phy- 
sic from the Estates' hospitals. Cattle were 
turned into the provision-grounds of the n egroes, 
thus destroying their only means of support ; 
and assaults of the most wanton and brutal des- 
cription were committed on many of the pea- 
santry. On one estate the proprietor and his 
brother assaulted a youDg man in the most un- 

Erovoked manner. One presented a pistol to 
is breast, and threatened td' shoot him ; While 
the o:ber levelled a gun at his head for the same 
purpose. They were bound over to take their 
trial at the Quarter Sessions ; but what hope is 
there in such a tribunal as that, composed prin- 
cipally of men engaged in the same reckless 
course, and banded together by mutual inter- 
ests? On another estate (Contmt), the attorney 
ordered the cattle of a poor man (a member of 
my Chapel) to be taken up and impounded. It 
was done, and the man was obliged to pay 61. 
to redeem them ; when, as soon as he carried 
them back, they were again taken and im- 

E (Minded. The man has been to my bouse with 
is case of oppression, on my return from 
Kingston. He states that he exhausted his last 
farthing to redeem the cattle the fi>st time, and 
was also obliged to borrow of his friends; they 
have now been impounded five weeks, and un- 
less he can raise the money to redeem them 
(upwards of 102.), they w«ll be sold to pay the 
expenses. Tnus is an honest and worthy man, 
in a few weeks, stripped of every thing which, 
by years of industry and care, he had accumu- 
lated for the comfort of his old age, or the be- 
nefit of his family. Yesterday a negro came 
and informed me that the owner cf a property 
had told him last year, that he must cultivate 
toore ground, so as to be able to continue pos- 
Mwion as a tenant; and now that he has clone 
so, soother person, saying that he had purchased 
the property, came a few days ago, and told 
him that in three weeks he would drive him 
from the place. He then ordered a man whom 
he had with him to climb a bread-fruit tree, 
and pull the fruit, which be forcibly carried 
away to give to his hogs. Bm I'maei for* 
bear: were I to state half the cases of op- 
pr«*»is» wbka hive- occurred in Hanover 
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since August 1st, I should require a volume letter in the Falmouth Post, hot he knows his 

instead of a sheet. I thiuk, however, I hare error, and is sorry for it. I could hare" an- 

safd enough to prove the bitter and rancorous swered it, but did not choose to cause a divi- 

sptrit which at present animates the planters, siou amongst the few friends of the negro, 

Enclosed I send a specimen of another artifice when they had quite enough to do to withstand 

adopted to harass and distress the negroes. They the attacks of their enemies. 



have adopted ihenotion(sanctioned by the opin- 
ion of the old Planters' Jackall, Batty, and the 
Attorney General), that the people are liable to 
pay rent for houses and gronnds during the 
three months' possession to which the Abolition 
Act entitled them, and notices have been serv- 
ed on the people, demanding the most extrava- 
gant amounts for the miserable sheds which the 
people inhabited. You will perceive that in 
once case 2lt. 6s. 9d. has been demanded. This 
conscientious demand was made by John 
Houghton James. Executor and Attorney for 
Sir Simon Clark. Another is from a Mr. 
Bowen, of Orchard Estate j and the third from 
Mr. Brocket!, of HopeweU and Content Estates, 
the property of Mr. Miles, M. P. for Bristol. 
Let it be borne in mind that these shameful and 
exorbitant demands are not made, as in Eng- 
land, on the head of the family only, bat on 
every member who is able to do the least work, and 
even litte children have papers demanding 2s. 
fid. per week for ground, although unable to do 
the least thing: one of these I also enclose. 

Jamaica, ss. Notice is hereby Given, That 
the sum of eightshillings and fonr pence, week- 
ly, will be exacted from you and each of you 
respectively, for the houses and grounds at Or- 
chard Es at?, in the parish of Hanover, from 
August of the present year, until the expira- 
tion of the three months* notice, from its period 
of service to quit ; or to the period of sur- 
rendering to me the peaceable possession of the 
aforesaid house and provision grounds. 

J. B. Bo wen, 
Dated this 17th day of Sep. 1838. 

To Jakes Darling aDd. Sarah Dabwng, of 
the parish of Hanover. 

Here then, my dear Sir, you may perceive 
something of the atrocious proceedings in the 
island of Jamaica. Prsy insert these docu- 
ments in the Emancipator. Let the Anti-slavery 
friends know the state of things, and urge them 
to redoubled diligence. The House of Assem- 
bly will meet on the 30th instant, and then, I 
fear, dreadful measures will be taken. A let- 
ter from Mr. Harker, of the Jamaica Royal 
Gazette, about a fortnight since, addressed to 
Mr. Abbott, shows what absolute and cruel sta- 
tutes they would wish either to act upon, or to 
make the models of new laws. Every act 
must be watched with the most jealous scru- 
tiny. Experience shows that the planters pos- 
sess an ingenuity truly diabolical, in twisting 
and distorting the laws to suit their own sd- 
fUh purpose. Our hope is in British Chris- 
tians; and we confidently hope every one of 
them will feel the imparlance of increased di- 
ligence, lest the great, and long prayed-for 
boon of freedom, should become a curse, ia- 
stead of a blessing. The papers will inform 
you of the odium I have drawn on myself in 
defending the people's rights. That contained 
in the great mass, only provokes a smile. I 
know that every friend in England will inter- 
it inversely. I did feel Mr. — — — -"a 



rROM THE RET. J. M. PHIMPrO. 

Spanish Town, Oct. 13, 18S8 
The following is one of the seven of the 
same tenor now in my possession, which will, 
in addition to those I forwarded by last mail, 
inform you of the cause of the late disinclina- 
tion of the people in some districts to iabour- 
which, with so much effrontery, has been pro- 
claimed through the public Journals here:'— 

Charles Michael Kelly and Wife, to J. S. 
Benbow, Dr. 

1830: July 14th to Sept. 9th. 

1. To the rent of house and 

ground on Castle Kelly 
' plantation , for eight weeks, 
at 6s. 8d. per week - 8f. 13 4 

2. Richard Kelly and Wife. Same. 

3. Etenor Mercer. Same. 

4. John Ried and Wife. Same. 

5. Mary Ann Christie. Same. 

6. Venus Owen (or such like name) Sam*. 

FROM THE RSV. ;. HUTCH1N*. 

Savama4a~M<ir, Sept. 17, 1988. 
I now, according to promise in my last, tend 
you a few out of the many cases I am almost 
hourly troubled with. Some of our would-be 
great men are, I am sorry to say, harassing the 
poor free labourers shamefully ; and should H 
prove, as I think in some cases it most, of seri- 
ous injury to the absentee proprietors, I shall 
publish the cases of grievance brought me, to- 
gether with the names of the estates, owners, at- 
torneys, overseers, &c., and leave all parties to 
form their own opinion on the subject. 
Amelia Martin, to Retrieve Estate, Dr. 
1838: August 29. 
To house and ground, rent at 
6s. per week, from 1st Au- 
gust to date ... 
*AI!iac Davis, ground rent at 

lOd. per week: 
•William Davis ; ditto ditt 



41. 0 



0 



S 
3 



0 
4 



41. 6 4 

Thos. Tate, Esq. is Attorney, and Mr. Comry 
Overseer, 
• Boys from 9 to 11, her sons. 

Louisa Patter, to Retrieve Estate. Dr. 
1838 : Aug. 28. 
To house and ground from 1st 

Augotodate - U: Q 0 

She states she has been sickly so long, that 
she has no ground in cultivation, and cannot 
help herself, and has only what yams her friends 
give her. 

Susan James to Albany Estate, Dr. 
1838: Aug. 28., 
To house and ground rent at 
5s. per week, from 1st Au- 
gust, to date - - - II. 0 0 
Thos. Hewett, ground rest - Or 13 4 
Elisabeth Jfcmea, dfeto - - « 13 4 
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| ( Mary Dunn, ditto • - - 0 10 0 
; : Letitia, ditto • - - 0 6 8 



3/. 3 4 



•These are a mother and four children in 
■ one house, and with but one ground, they tell 
toe. 

Richard Warren, to Albany Estate, Dr. 
kJi 1838: Attg.38. 
! To house and ground rent to 

date - - - - U. 0 0 
, Wife - - - - - 0 15 4 
I Child 0 10 0 

!; . 

i fii. 5 4 



* The child is quite young, and in daily at. 
j I tendance at one of my gcboolg. 
I On this property, under the same managers as 
; J Relriere, the people state that they are going 
on shamefully. "The last Sabbath but one, 
: when we were at service, Stephen Campbell, the 
i I book-keeper, and Edward Pulsey, old-time con- 
j ( stable, como round and mark all for we house, 
, J Mid charge for ebery one of we family. We don't 
f know what kind of fee dis we hab at all ; for wo 
' j attorney, Mr. Tate, neber come on wo property, 
!f leave all to Mr. Com eoy. Wo peak to him for 
t make bargain, him say him can't make law, 
and him no make bargain till him heare what 
law coma out in packet. Htm say dem who 
make bargain are fools ; beside him no call up a 
parcel of niggers to hold sarvice wid me ; should 
only get laughed at. So we know not what for 
do. You are for we minister, and for we only 
friend ; and if you did not adwise we to go on 
work till things settle down, we no lift another 
hoe. We wonld left the property." Unless an 
arrangement is soon entered into, I shall advise 
them to do so. 
James Greenfield, to Now Galloway Estate, Dr. 
j To one week's rent of house, garden, and 
\ ground, and to 5 ditto for his wifo, Margaret 
Greenfield, at 5s. per week. £1 10 0 

I J. 6. states, « I come for massa. When we 
| make bargain with Mr McNeal, it was a mac. 
j carom (Is. 8d.) a day, and for we house and 
i ground. Me is able and willing for work, so let 
| my wife stop home ; so him charge me de same 
sum for my wife, as for , me own house and 
ground. And den last week me sick and get no 
money, and they charge me over again, (as above) 
one week me sick. Me no able for say what to 
call dat massa, me sure." 

I leave with you to make your own comments, 
and to do what you please with the above. Al- 
though my chapel is JC7Q0 in debt, and my 
. schools, one of 180 and one of 1 60 scholars, are 
heavy, very heavy on me, I cannot do other than 
advise my people to 6ave every mite, buy an acre 
of land, and by that mea:ns be independent, and 
job about wherever they may be wanted. 

FROM THE RKV - T. BTRCttELL. 

MentegoBay, October % 183S. 
The reason why I have not written to you so 
lemg, is the intensely anxious time we have 
bad ! feel, however, that it it high time now 
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to address you ; for, if oar friends in England 
relax their efforts, my co"h7iction is, that free- 
dom will be more i» name than io reality, in 
this slave-holding Island. There is nothing to 
b2 feared, if the noble band of friends who have 
so long and so successfully struggled, will but 
continue their assistance a short time longer. 
The planters have made a desperate siruggle, 
and so, I have no doubt, will the House of As- 
sembly, against the emancipated negroes. My 
firm conviction has been, and still is, that the 
planters have endeavored, by the offer of the 
most paltry wages, to reduce the condition of 
the laborer, and make him as badly off as he 
was when an apprentice or a slave, that he 
may curse the day that made him free. 

Though unable to conduct the usual services 
on Sunday the 5th August, at the close I ad- 
dressed the congregation, urging upon them 
the necessity of commencing their work on the 
following day, whether arrangements were 
made between themselves and their masters of 
not ; as, by so doing, they would put it out of 
the power of their opponents to say anything 
evil of them. They assembled, and on Mon- 
day the 6th thousands turned out to work, and 
continued to labor, unless prevented by the 
Manager, until arrangements were made. 

You will remember, that prior to the 1st of 
August, a white man who hired out a gang of 
apprentices to an estate was paid at the rate ol 
Is. 6d. sterling per diem for each able laborer. 
The apprentice received the same when he 
worked for the estate on his own days, Friday 
and Saturday ; and whenever theywere va- 
lued for the purpose of purchasing the remain- 
ing time of thtir apprenticeship, the planter 
upon oath stated that their .services were worth 
at lecst Is. 6. pei diem to the estate, and the ap- 
prentice had to redeem himself at that rate. 

After the 1st of August, the planters dis- 
covered, that, whilst the properties %vould well 
afford to continue the lavish and extravagant 
expenditure in managing the estates, "it 
would be certain ruin to the properties, if the 
labourer was paid more than 7jd. per diem, 
for the 1st class of labourers, 6d. the 2nd 
class, r.nd4id. for the 3rd class:" and why? 
I know not why, unless it was because the long 
oppressed negro was to put the money into his 
own pocket, and not his white oppressors. This 
seems to have made all the difference. The 
above wages were accordingly offered, and re- 
jected with scorn ; the people feeling the great- 
est indignation at the atrocious attempt of their 
old oppressors to grind them down now they 
are free, and keep them in a state of desrada- 
tion. The greatest confusion and disorder en- 
sued; the labourers indignant at the conduct 
of their masters, and the planters enraged 
against the people, for presuming to think and 
act for themselves. As a matter of course, the 
fury of the planters was directed against half a 
dozen Baptist missionaries, and as many more 
friends and stipendiary Magistrates; and I can 
assure you that the Jamaica pre^s equalled its 
most vituperative days, and came forth worthy 
of itself. The Despatch, or the Old Jamaica 
Courant, so well known in 1832 for advocating 
the burning of chapels, and the hanging of 
missionaries, was quite ia the shade. The pious 
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Polypheme, the Bishop's paper, with the Ja- 
maica Standard of infamy and falsehood, pub- 
lished in this town, took the lead, and a pretty- 
standard it is. Let foreigners judge ol Jamaica 
by she Jamaica Standard of August last, and 
they must suppose it is an island of savages, or 
a little hell. The press teemed with abuse of 
the most savage nature against tis, and publish- 
ed the most barefaced lies. That, however, 
you who know the generality of the Jamaica 
Press will say is nothing new or str&nge; 
well, it is not, nor do we regard any statements 
they make; for no one believes what they pub- 
lish, and it is a source of gratification to us that 
we have never forfeited our character or prin- 
ciples in the estimation of the reflecting, the 
philanthropist, or the Christian public, by 
meriting thfir approbation. 

In the midst of this seemingly general con- 
spiracy to defraud the laborer of his wages 
by exorbitant rents, &c. Sir Lionel Smith, the 
Governor, proceeds from district to district, 
giving advice to both of the contending par- 
ties, and striving to promote a mutual under- 
standing. His testimony to the designs of the 
planters given to their faces, and not de- 
nied, is very important ; we give therefore 
one of his meetings, as we find it reported in 
the Jamaica papers Here is a rather familiar 
conversation among some of the chief men of 
that island—where can we expect to find more 
authoritative testimony 1 

etR LIONEL SMITH'S VISIT TO DCN8INANE. 

His Excellency, Sir Lionel Smith, visited 
Dunsinane on Thursday last, agreeably to ar- 
rangements previously entered into, for the 
purpose of addressing the late apprenticed 
population in that neighborhood, on the pro- 
priety of resuming the cultivation of the soil. 
About two miles from Dunsinane, his Excel- 
lency was met by a cavalcade composed of the 
late apprentices, who were preceded by 
Messrs. Bonnie, Hamilton, and JCnnr, late 
Special Justices. On the arrival of his Excel- 
lency at Dunsinane, he was met by the Hon. 
Joseph Gordon, Custos, the Lord Bishop attend- 
ed by his Secretary, and the Rev. Alexander* 
Campbell ; the Hon. Hector Mitchel, Mayor of 
Kingston, and a large number of highly re- 
spectable planters, proprietors, and attorneys. 
His Excellency, on being seated in the dwel- 
ling, said, that from information which he had 
received from other parishes, and facts gather- 
ed from personal observation, he believed that 
the 6ame bone of contention existed there as 
elsewhere—a rource of discontent brought 
about by the planters serving the people with 
notices to quit their houses and grounds. He 
did not question their right to do so, or the 
legality of such a proceeding, but he ques- 
tioned the prudence of the step. The great 
change from slavery to unrestricted freedom 
surely deserved some consideration. Things 
cannot so scon .be quiet and calm. Depend 
upon it, nothing will be done by force. Much 
rr.ay be by conciliation and prudence. Do 



away with every emblem of davery; throw 
off the Kilmarnock cap, and adopt in its stead, 
like rational men, Britannia's cap of liberty. 
He (Sir Lionel) doubted not the right of the 
planters to tent their houses and grounds ; in 
order to be more certain on that bead, be 
had procured the opinion of the Attorney Gen- 
eral ; but the exercise of the right by the 
planter, and getting the people to work, were 
very different matter*. Much difficulty mart 
be felt in getting rid of slavery. Even in the 
little island of Antigua, it had taken six month* 
to get matters into a quiet state ; but here, in 
a large country like Jamaica, could it be ex- 
pected to be done in a day, aad was it because 
it was not done, that the planters were to be 
opposed to him ? You are all in arms against 
me (said his Excellency,) but all I ask of yon 
is to exercise patience, and all will be right. 1 
have done, and am doing all in my power for 
the good of my counlry. If you have served 
the people with notice's to quit, with a view to 
compel them to work, or thinking to force them 
to work for a certain rate of wages, you have 
done wrong. Coercive measures will never 
succeed. Li Vere, which I lately visited, the 
planters have agreed to give the people Is. 
8d. per day, and to let them have their house* 
and grounds for three months free of charge. 
His Excellency, on peeing some symptoms of 
disapprobation manifested, said, Well, if you 
cannot afford to pay so much, pay what you 
can afford ; but above all, use conc&atory 
measures, and I have not a doubt on my mind 
but that the people will go to their work". See- 
ing so many planters present, he should be hap- 
py if they would come to an arrangement 
among themselves, before be addressed the 
people outside. 

Mr. Wellwood Htblop remarked, that 
Vere and other rich sugar parishes might be 
able to pay high rate* of wages, because the 
land yielded profitable crops, but in this district 
it was impossible to follow the example of those 
parishes. He thought that two bits a day 
might do very well, but that was as much as 
could be afforded. 

His Excellency said that in Manchester, 
where he believed he had more enemies than 
in any other parish, he bad advised them to 
work by the piece, and it had been found to 
answer well. 

Mr. Hnmw East said that he would submit 
a measure which he thought would be approved 
of. He proposed that the people should be paid 
5s. for four days' labor; that if they cleaned 
more than 130 trees per day, either themselves 
or by bringing out their wives and children, 
tb^y should be paid extra wages in the same 
proportion. 

Mr. Andrew Simpson said that he could 
not afford to pay the rates named by his Ex- 
cellency. It was entirely out of the question ; 
that a good deal depended upon, the state th» 
fields are in — that hi;? people, for instance, 
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ooold, with much ease, if tbey chose, clean 170 
trees by halkpast three o'clock. 

Mr. Majsok, of St George'*, mid bo was 
wUhag to pay bis people la 8d. >er day, if tbey 
would but work : but the fiict w that tbey 
refused to do so, on -account of the Tories that 
s*d bean told them by Special Justice F»h- 
bourne ; willingly too would I have given them 
tb«ir bourn and grounds for three months, 
five of charge, had tbey shown a desire to 
labor ; but what was the lamentable fact » 
the people would not wot*, because Mr. Fish, 
bourne had influenced them not to do so, and 
be (Mr. Mason) bad been a k»er of one thou. 
hum pounds in consequence. He had been 
oompeDed in self-defence to issue summonses 
against two of his people. He had purchased 
his property— it was his all — he had sacrificed 
twenty of the best years of his Hie as a planter, 
he had a wife and family to support, and what 
was the prospect before him and them f He 
admitted having served notice* on his people 

to quit their bo u s e s i n truth be did not now 

rare whether they were or were not located on 
. he property— he was willing to pay fair, nay, 
high wages, but the demand was exorbitant 
He had a servant, a trustworthy white man, 
who laboured from day-dawn to sunset for 2s. 
Id. per day, and be was quite satisfied. All the 
mischief in bis district had been owing to the 
poisonous stories poured into the ears of the 
people by Special Justice Fishbourne* If be 
were removed, the parish might probably as- 
sume a healthy state ; if allowed to remain, no 
improvement could possibly take place. 

His ExcKtXKNcr said that the Assembly 
had passed a law preventing the special magis- 
trates from going on the estates ; they could 
not, however, prevent the people from going to 
them, and taking their advice if they wished it 
He bad understood that the people had gone to 
the special magistrates, informing them that 
the planters demanded 3s. 4d. per week rent 
for the booses and grounds, and that they had 
been advised, if such were the case, that they 
ought to be paid higher wages. He understood 
that to be a fact 

Mr. Andrew Simpson said that the people 
would, he had no doubt, have worked, but for 
the pernicious advice of Mr. Fishboume. He 
had heard that the people had been told that the 
Governor did not wish them to work, and that 
be would be vexed with them if they did. 

Sir Lkwkl replied that be was aware that 
white men were going about the country dis- 
guised as poUcemen, pretending to have his 
i^ir Lionel's) authority, telling- the people not 
to work. He knew well their intention and" 
design, he understood the trick. You are anc- 
ient (said bis Excellency) to produce a panic, 
to reduce the value of property, to create dis- 
may, in order that yon may speculate, by re. 
dmag the present value of property ; but you 
iMM disappointed, notwithstanding a press 
forth d*0y abuse against me, and black. 



guard and contemptible remarks against my 
acts. I assure you I am up to your tricks; 

Mr. Andrew SotpeoK would be glad if his 
Excellency would speak individually. There 
was a paper called the West Indian, and aoo- 
ther the Colonial Freeman. He wished to 
know whether his Excellency meant either of 
those paper*. [Some slight interruption here 
took place, several gentlemen speaking at the 
same time,] ' 

His ExcKLLKifcr said he had not come to 
discuss politics, but to endeavour to get the peo- 
ple to work, and it would be well for them to 
turn their attention to that subject 

Mr. Sdtfson said he bad a gang who had 
jobbed by the acre, and bad done well, but it 
was unfortunate in other respects to observe 
the disinclination shown by the laborers to 
work. He wished them to know that they 
must work, and trusted that bis Excellency 
would endeavour to force them to labor. 

Sir Lkjitk,— 1 can't compel them to do a* 
you would wish, nor have 1 the power of for- 
cing them to labor. The people will not suf- 
fer themselves to be driven by means of the 
cart-whip. It is the policy of every man to 
make the best bargain he can. I can say no- 
thing to the people about houses and grounds, 
and price of wages, lean only ask them to 
work, 

Mr. Wh.es said that the planters were anx- 
ious to come to amicable arrangements with 
the people, but they were unreasonable 'in their 
demands. The planters could not consent to 
be injured— they must profit by their proper- 
ties. 

Mr. Mason said, that the only bone of con- 
tention was the subject of rent. His people 
were outside waiting to be satisfied on that 
head. He hesitated not to say, that the pro- 
prietors were entitled to rem in every instanco 
where the laborer was unwilling to labor, and 
unless that subject was at once settled, it would 
involve both parties in endless disagreement. 
He was not one of those persons alluded to by 
his Excellency, who circulated misrepresenta- 
tions for private benefit, nor was he aware that 
any one in the parish in which he lived had done 
so.' All that he desired was the good of the 
country, with which his interests were identi- 
fied. 

Sir LiOKKr— I could not possibly be personal 
towards any gentleman present, for I have not 
the honour of knowing most df you. My ob- 
servations were not confined to any particular 
pariah, but to the Island of Jamaica, in which 
the occurrences named have taken place. 

Dr. Rafkt, of St. George's—If your Excel- 
lency will onty do away with a certain magis- 
trate, things will go on smoothly in the parish 
of St George. This gentleman has told the 
people that they are entitled to the lands occu- 
pied by them, in consequence of which the pa- 
rish is now in an unsettled state. 
.- Sir LtoJOEt— Who is the magistrate ! 
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Dr. EUrer — Mr. Fkhbourne. 

Sir Lionel — I am afraid I cannot please pa. 
The question of possession of lands and bouses 
bat for the present been settled by the opinion 
of the Attorney-General, but it is still an undo, 
termined question at law. There are many 
persons in the island who are of opinion that the 
legislature bad not so intended ; he (Sir Lionel) 
was at a loss to know what tbey meant ; see- 
ing, however, some members of the assembly 
present, perhaps they would be disposed to give 
some information. 

Mr. S. S. Dallas said, that it was the inten- 
tion of the legislature that rent should be paid. 
He iJwuffht it fair that Is. 8d. per day should be 
offered the people to work five days in the 
week, they returning one day's labor for the 
bouses and grounds. 

Mr. SrECUx Justice Hamilton said that 
complaints had been made to him, that in many 
instances where the husband and wife lived in 
the same bouse, rent had been demanded of 
both. The laborers had, in consequence, been 
thrown into a state of consternation and alarm, 
which accounted for the unsettled state of seve- 
ral properties — a serious bone of contention had 
in consequence been produced. He held a no- 
tice in his hand demanding of a laborer the 
enormous sum of 10b. per week for house and 
ground. He had seen other notices in which 
§s. 8d. and 5*. had been demanded for the same. 
He aid not consider that the parties issuing those 
notices had acted with prudence. 

Mr. Htslop explained — He admitted the 
charge, but said that the sum was never inten- 
ded to be exacted. 

Sir Lionel said he was aware of what was 
going on ; he had heard of it It was a policy 
which ought, no longer to be pursued." 

We have given the foregoing documents, full 
and ungarbled, that our readers might fairly 
judge for themselves. We have not picked 
here a pfmtence and there a sentence, but let 
the Governor, the Assembly, the Missionaries, 
and the press tell their whole story. Let them 
be read, compared, and weighed. 

We might indefinitely prolong our extracts 
from the West India papers to show, not only 
in regard to the important island of Jamaica, but 
Barbados and several other colonies, that the 
former masters are alone guilty of the non- 
working of the emancipated, so far as tbey re- 
fuse to work. But we think we have already 
produced proof enough to establish the following 
points:— 

1. That there was a strong predisposition on 
the part of the Jamaica planters to defraud their 
labourers of their wages. They hoped that by 
yielding, before they were driven quite to the 
last extremity, by the tide of public sentiment 
in England, tbey should escape from all philan- 
thropic interference and surveillance, and be 
able to bring the faces of their unyoked pea. 
gantry to the grindstone of inadequate wages. 

% That the emancipated were sot only 

2 



peaceful in their new freedom, but ready to 
gra nt an amnesty of au past abuses, ai& enter 
cheerfully into the employ of their former nat- 
ters fx reasonable wage*. That in cases wham 
diamgreement has arisen as to the rats of dally 
or weekly wages, the labourers hare been rea- 
dy to engage in task work, to be paid the 
piece, and nave laboured to efficiently a*., tv- 
Stably — proving a strong dispositi o n far indus- 
try and the acquisition of property. 

3. That in the face of this good d^apesition of 
the laborers, the planters have, in toany caws, 
refused to give adequate wages. 

4 That in still more numerous cases, irsclad- 
ing many in which the wages bare been appa- 
rently liberal, enormous extortion has been prac- 
ticed upon the laborer, in the form of rent de- 
manded for bis novel and provision patch— JSSO 
per annum being demanded for a shanty not 
worth half that money, and rent being frequent- 
ly demanded from every member of a family 
more than should hare been taken from the 
whole. 

5. That the negroes are able to i/ook oat for 
their own interest, and hare very distract Ideas 
of their own about the value of moaey and the 
worth of their labour, as well as the best meth- 
ods of bringing their employers to reasonable 
terms. On this point we might hare made * 
gtiil stronger case by quoting from the Despatch 
and Standard, which assert notoeroas instances 
in which the labourers have refused to work for 
wages recommended to them by the Governor, 
Special Magistrates, or Missionaries, though 
tbey offered to work for 3a. 4d, 5s* era dollar a 
day. Tbey are shown to be rare bargain-mak- 
ers and not easily trapped. 

6. That the attorneys and managers hart 
deliberately endeavoured to raise apamc, where- 
by property might be depreciated to their own 
advantage ; showing clearly thereby, that they 
consider Jamaica property, <°ven with the labor- 
ers, irreclaimabry free, a desirable investment 

7. That in spite of all their efforts, the great 
body of the laborers continue industrious, do- 
ing more work in the parne time than in slave- 
ry. 71ic testimony to this very important pcinL, 
of the. Governor ana Haute cf As$embty, u per. 
redly conclusive, as we hare already said. A 
house that represents the rery men who, ia 
1832, burnt the missionary chapels, and defied 
the British Parliament with the threat, that, is 
case it proceeded to legislate Abolition, Ja- 
maica would attach herself to (he United States, 
now HOPES for the agricultural prosperity of 
the island ! Indeed no one in Jamaica express, 
es a doubt on this subject, who does not obvi- 
ously do so for (hs take of buying land to better 
advantage t Were the colony a shade wtne off 
tfian before Emancipation, either in feet or in 
the opinion of its landholders, or of any coatid* 
erable portico of persons acquainted with it, the 
inevitable consequence would be, a depreciation 
of reed estate, Bat what is the fact ! fl&si iter. 
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I ! John Clark, a Jamaica Baptist Missionary, who 
I has visited this country since the first of August, 
3 m t letter published in the Journal of' Com- 

J WTO? 

1 ; M Tbe Island oi Jamaica is not in too deplor- 
: able state set forth by your correspondent. — 
'} Land in rising in value so rapidly, ttat what was 
bought fire year* ago at 3 dollars per acre, is 
now selling for 15 dollars ; and this in tbe into. 
! rior of tbe Island, in a parish not reckoned the 
: mast healthy, and sixteen miles distant from tbe 
; nearest town. Crops are better than in the 
| days of slavery — extra labour is easily obtained 
i where kindness and justice are exercised to- 
wards the people. The hopes of proprietors are 
great, and larger sums are being offered for 
! estates than were offered previous to August, 
; 1884, when estates, and negroes upon them, 
j | were disposed of together." 

, i Again, as in Jamaica commerce rests wholly 

i upon agriculture, tit institutions can only Sod- 

j riah in a flourishing condition of the latter. — 

| What then are we to infer from an imposing 

i I prospectus which appears in tbo island papers, 

J commencing thus : — 

{ "Kingston, October 26, 1838 

j « Jamaica Marine, Fire, and life Assurance 

! « Company. 

"Capital .£100,000, 

j "In 6000 Shares of £20 each, 

j «It has been long a matter of astonishment 

| that, in a community so essentially mercantile 

i as Jamaica, no Company should bave been 

I formed for the purpose of effecting insurance 
i on Life and Property; although it cannot be 
| doubted for an instant, that not only would such 

an establishment be highly useful to all classes 
of the community, but that it must yield a band. 
! some return to such persons as may be inclined 

I I to invest their money in it," &c. 

1 i Farther down in the prospectus we are told — 
\ " It may here be stated, that the scheme for 
' tbe formation of this Company has been men. 
; tioned to some of the principal Merchants and 
Gentlemen of the Country, and has met with 
i decidedly favourable notice ; and it is expected 
f that tbe chares, a large number of which have 
' been already taken, will be rapidly disposed of. 
i Tbe same paper, the Morning' Journal, from 
> wbkh we make this extract, informs us : Nov. 
j 2d— 

« The shares subscribed for yesterday, in tbe 
Marine Fire and Life Insurance Company, we 
understand, amount to tbe almost unprecedent- 
ed somber of One Thousand Six Hundred, 
with a number of applicants whose names have 
not been added to the list." 

The Morning Journal of October 30th in re- 
marking upon this project says : — 

« Jamaica is now happily a free country ; she 
contains within herself the means of becoming 
prosperous. Let her earn develope those re. 
coerces which Lord Belmore with so much 
troth deeterwl never wonM be developed until 



slavery had ceatcd. She has her Bants. — Give 
her, in addition, her Loan Society, her Ma- 
fine, Fire, and life Assurance Company, and 
some others that will shortly be proposed, and 
capital will flow in from other countries— pro- 
perty will acquire a value in tbe market, that 
will increase with the increase of wealth, and 
she will yet be a flourishing island, and her in- 
habitants a happy and contented people." 

Now men desperately in debt might invite in 
foreign capital for temporary relief, but, since 
the compensation, this is understood not to be 
the case with the Jamaica planters ; and if 
they are rushing into speculation, it must be 
because they have strong hope of the safety and 
prosperity of their country — in other words, 
because they confide in the system of free la- 
bor. This one prospectus, coupled with its 
prompt success, is sufficient to prove the false- 
hood of all the stories so industriously retailed 
among U9 from the Standard and the Des- 
patch. But speculators and large capitalists 
are not the only men who confide in the suc- 
cess of the "great experiment." 

The following editorial notice in the Morning 
Journal of a recent date speaks volumes : — 

SAVINGS BANK. 

" We were asked not many days ago how 
the Savings Bank in this City %vas getting on. 
We answered well, very well indeed. By a 
notification published in our paper of Saturday, 
it will be seen that £1600 bas been placed in 
the hands of the Receiver-General. By the 
establishment of these Banks, a great deal of 
the money now locked up, and which yields ro 
return whatever to the possessors, and is liable 
to be stolen, will be brought into circulation. 
Tiiis circumstance of itself ought to operate as 
a powerful inducement to those parishes in 
which no Banks are yet established to be up 
and doing. We have got sou»e five or six of 
them fairly underweigb, as Jack would say, 
and hope the remainder will speedily trip their 
anchors and follow." 

We believe banks were not known in the 
West Indies before the 1st of August 1834. 
Says the Spanishtown Telegraph of May 1st, 
1837, "Banks, Steam- Companies, RiU-Roads, 
Charity Schools, etc, seem all to have remain- 
ed dormant until the time arrived when Jamai- 
ca was to be enveloped in smoke ! No man 
thought of hazarding his capital in an extensive 
banking establishment until Jamaica's ruin, by 
the introduction of freedom, had been accom- 
plished !" And it was not till after the 1st of 
August, 1838, that Jamaica had either sav- 
ings banks or savings. These institutions for 
the industrious classes came only with their 
manhood. But why came they at all, if Eman- 
cipated industry is, or is likely to be, unsuc- 
cessful ?— In Barbados we notice the same for- 
wardness in founding monied institutions. A 
Bank is there proposed, with a capital of 
£200,000. More than this, the all absorbing 
subject in all the West India papers at the pre- 
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sent moment is that of the currency. Why 
each anxiety to provide the means of paying fair 
tabor which is to become valueless ! Why 
such keenness for a good circulating medium if 
they are to have nothing to sell 1 The com- 
plaints about the old fashioned coinage we ven- 
ture to assert have since the first of August oc- 
cupied five times as much space in the colonial 
papers, we might probably say in each and 
every one of them, as those of the non-working 
of the freemen. The inference is irresistible. 
The white, colonists take it for granted thai indus- 
try is to thrive. 

It may be proper to remark that the late re- 
fusal of the Jamaica legislature to fulfil its ap- 
propriate functions has no connection with the 
working of freedom, any further than it may 
have been a struggle to get rid in some mea- 
sure of the surveillance of the mother country 
in order to coerce the labourer so far as possible 
by vagrant laws, &c The immediate pretext was 
the passing of a law by the imperial Parliament 
for the regulation of prisons, which the House 
of Assembly declared a violation of that prin. 
ciple of their charter which forbids the mother- 
country to lay a tax on them without their con- 
sent, in as much as it authorized a crown of- 
ficer to impose a fine, in a certain case, of £20, 
A large majority considered this an infringe, 
mrnt of their prerogatives, and among them 
were some members who have nobly stood up 
for the slave in times of danger. The remarks 
of Mr. Osbom especially, on this subject, (he is 
the full blooded, slave-born, African man to 
whom we have already referred) are worthy 
of consideration in several points of view. Al- 
though he had always been a stauuch advocate 
of the home government on the floor of the 
Assembly he now contended for the rights of 
the Jamaica legislature with arguments which 
to us republicans are certainly quite forcible. 
In a speech of some length, which appears very 
creditable to him throughout, he said— 

" Government could not be acting fair to- 
wards them to assume that the mass of the peo- 
ple of this island would remain in the state of 
political indifference to which poverty and sla- 
very had reduced them. They were now free, 
every man to rise as rapidly as he could ; and 
the day was not very distant when it would be 
demonstrated by the change of representatives 
that would be seen in that house. It aid ap- 
pear to him, that under the pretext of extend, 
ing the privileges of freemen to the mass of the 
people of this country, the government was 
about to deprive them of those privileges, by 
curtailing the power of the representative As. 
sembly of those very people. He could not 
bring himself to admit, with any regard for 
truth, that the late apprentices could now be 
oppressed ; they were quite alive to their own 
interests, and were now capable of taking care 
of themselves. So long as labor was marketa- 
ble; so long they could resist oppression, while 
on the other band, the proprietor, for his own 



interest's sake, would be compelled to deal fair- 
ly with them." ;:; 

Though it is evidently all important that tfcp 
same public opinion which has wrested the 
whip from the master should continue to watch 
his proceedings as an employer of freemen, 
there is much truth in the speech of this black 
representative and alderman of Kingston. The 
brutalized and reckless, attorneys and mana- 
&vrs, may possibly succeed in driving the ne- 
groes from the estates by exorbitant rent and 
low wages. They may succeed in their effort 
to buy m property at half its value. But when 
they have effected that, they will be totally de- 
pendent for the profits of their ill-gotten gains 
upon the free laboring people. They may pro- 
duce what they call idleness now, and a great 
deal of vexation and suffering. But land is 
plenty, and the laborers, if thrust from the 
estates, will take it up, and become still more 
independent Reasonable wages they will be 
able to command, and for such they are wil- 
ling to labor. The few thousand whites ot 
Jamaica will never be able to establish sla- 
very, or any thing like it, over its 5)150,000 
blacks. 

Already they are fain to swallow their preju- 
dice against color. Mr. Jordan, member for 
Kingston and « free nigger," 'vas listened to 
with respect. Nay more, his argument was 
copied into the Protest*' which the legislature 
proudly flung back in the face of Parliament, 
along with the abolition of the apprenticeship* 
in return for Lord Glenelg's Bill. Let all m 
the United States read and ponder it who as- 
sert that " the two races cannot live together 
.^n terms of equality." 

"Legislative independence of Jamaica has 
ever been the pride of her English conquerors. 
They have received with joy the colored fellow 
colonists into an equal participation of their 
valued liberty, and they were prepared to re- 
joice at the extension of the constitution to the 
emancipated blacks. But the British Govern- 
ment, by a great fault, if not a crime, has, at 
the moment when all 6hou'.d hav? bsen free, 
torn from the lately asceudant class, the pri- 
vileges which were their* birthright, another 
class, now the equals of the former, the rights 
they had long and fortunately struggled for, 
and from the emancipated blacks the rights 
which they fondly expected to enjoy with their 
personal freedom. The boon of earlier free- 
dom will not compensate this most numerous 
part of our population for the injustice and 
wrong done to the whole Jamaica people/* 

The documents already adduced are con- 
fined almost exclusively to Jamaica. We will 
refer briefly to one of the other colonies. The 
next in importance is 

BARBADOS. 

Here has been pkyed nearly the same game 
in regard to wages, and with the same results. 
We are now furnished with advices from the 

„ ■V..'T,,,--7tt B ,^ w ,-: m . MJ .» ^ |I|T . 
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Maud down to the 19th of December 183a 
At the lat^ date the paiuc making papew bad 
tapered down their compJaininga to/ a eery faint 
whisper, And withal d^imMai^ more bope tb^ 
fisars. A» the firmt' of what they bad already 
dooe we are told by one of them, f&s Barba- 
dian, that the unfavourable news carried home 
by the packet* after the emancipation had &arv- 
m to raise the prk^e of swar in Englaod, which 
object being accomplished, it is hoped that they 
wol intermit the nManfectiire of such new& 
The ftnrt and roost important document, anfl 
indeed of itself anient to save the trouble of 
giving more, w trio caparison of crime during 
two aod a ban months offfeedom, and the cpr- 
reaponding twp and a half months of 'slavery or 
apprenticeship last year, pn^ixiitted to the legis. 
lature at the opebtng of rts session in the latter 
part of October. Here it ja 'We hope it will 
be held up before every slave holder. 

From the Barbadian of Dec. 1. 
Barbados, — Coo para tire Table, exhibiting she nitmber 
of Complainta preferred agatmt theipprenUce population 
of thi* Colony, in the month* of Atof-iirt, ftcptember and 
to the Iftd of October, ISW ; tofetfief With the Complaint* 
charged afainat Free labourer* of the tame Colour, du> 
riaf the month* of Adgutt, September and to the 13th of 
October, 1938. The former compiled from the Monthly 
Jottrnahi of the Special Jostle* of the Peace had the lat- 
ter from the Return* of the JLtocal ljtagitiracy tranemiited 
to hit excellency the Governor 



Total of Complainta r*. Apprentice* from the 

IrttoSutAafiudaJ?. 170* 

Ditto from the lit to 99th September 146* 

Ditto from the fat to tSth October B74" 

Grand Total 3740 
Total nu&ber of Apprentice* puniibed from the 

lettoSlat Auroat " ■■■■■<■-■■•■. . 1008 

Ditto from I at to ttrt September 1 821 

Jma from the l*t to lSih October 661 



Grand Total 
Total compromiteii, admoniahed and dismissed 

from 1ft to aitt August 
Ditto from the let to 30th September 
Ditto from It* to 15* October ' 

Total 

Sefieieiwr in compromised caee* In 1 837 com- 
paVattrely with those of 1889 

Grand Total 

"Freedom. 

Total of Complaint* r*. Labourer* from the 

I*ttoth«sist Anfust 1838 
Ditto from the let to the 80th September 
Ditto from the let to the 15th October 

Total 

Compsratire Sorplnt of Complaint* in 1638 

fe»?ad Total 

Total of Laborers panlsfeed from the Isi to 

the flat AttffOit, 1838, 
iDitw from the let to 30ta September 
,Ditt« 'from the let to 15th October 

Total 

, oijgert&f earplu* of paniskment in 1837 

Grand total 

.T^|c^ptTOl0(*d,edmcni«*cd anddl(ui**ed 

from the l*t to the 3E*t Aafflet 
Tftit»fy*n tho lrt to 90th September 
X^ftM»&» 1M to Ifch October 

Grand Total 



$400 

10s 

118 



258 
159 

414 

sea 
m 

103 

1071 
8075 

8746 
834 

m 

63 



"|[OTH. 

" It bit be proper to remark that the aecefcpanrtas 
Geaera! Abrtractibr Aoptat, September, and tothe lSih 
October, 1(97. 4oe* not me! ode complaiati preferred and 
heard before the Local Mafiatretee during thote months 
for each off«oo*»~rii*. Tor mtodeineeBor*, p»tiy debts, 
ajtsaulttend petty theft*— a* were not eoe/ntable by the 
Special Justice* | *o ibat ettim&ting theee offence* — the 
number of wkieh doe* not appear in tbe Abstract for 1837 
—at a aimilar number at that enumerated in the Abstract 
/or 1333, tbe actual relative difference of puciabn est* b#- 
ttreeo the t»o and a bait month t in 1987 aod thuee in 
1838, would thu* appear > 
' "Snrplu* of Apprentice* pnnirted In 1637, a* 

above £633 
« Offence* in Anniat, ^pUUBber, and to tbe 
ISth, October, 1887 beard before the General 
Ju»ticer of tbe Peace, and estimated at fol- 
low!! 

.Petty theft* 75 
A**antc« 
Mledeateanor* 
VcUf Debt* 



143 
96 

19— m 

3168 



3490 



Actual eurploi of pnnithment in 1837, 
From the Journal of Commerce. 
Letter from Tf. R. Havn, Esq. Barbados, Tf. /. 
to Rev. H. G. LvMow, of New Raven. 

Barbados, Dec. 26, 1838. 
I gave yoa in my last, some account of the 
mappier in which the first day of emancipation 
bame and went in this island. We very soou 
afterwards received simitar accotmrs from ell 
the neighboring islands. In all of them tbe day 
was celebrated as an occasion of devout 
thanksgiving and 'praite to God, for tbe happy 
termintUton of slavery." in all of them, the 
change tookplace in a manner highly creditable 
to the emancipated, add intensely gratifying to 
the friends of liberty. The quiet, good order, 
and solemnity of the day» were every where re- 
roRrkable. iDdeed, is \% not a fact worth re- 
membering, that whereas in former years, a 
single dav's relaxation from labor was met by 
the slaves with shooting and revelry, and mer- 
ry-making, yet now, when the last link of slave- 
ry was broken forever, sobriety and decorum 
were especially the order of the day. The per- 
Ject order and subordination to the laws, which 
marked the first davof An?asr,areyet unbroken. 
We hare now nearly five months' experience 
of entire • emancipation ; and I. venture to 
say, that a period of ^ore profound peace never 
existed in the West Indies. There have been 
disputes about wages, as in New England and 
in other free countries; but no concert, no 
combination even, here; and tbe only attempt 
at a combination was among the planters, to 
keep down wages — aod that bat for a short 
timeonlv. I wilt not enter particularly into the 
questions, whether or not the people will con- 
tinue to work for weges, whether they will re- 
main quiet,— or on the other hand, whether tbe 
Island will be suffered to become desolate, and 
the freed slaves relapse into barbarism, &c. 
These things have been speculated about, and 
gloomy predictions have bad their day; the 
time has now come for the proof. Pe< pie do 
not buy land and houses, and rent property for 
long terms of years, in countries where life is 
insecure, or where labor cannot be had, and the 
tendency of things is to ruin and decay. In 
short, men, in their senses, do not embark on 
board a sinking ship. Confidence is the very 
•col of prosperity ; of the existence of this eon- 
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ftdence in this Island.the immense o^tiMt la 
real estate, since the first of Aogmt. are abund- 
ant pro.»f. Toere are multitudes of instances 
in wh ch estates hare sold lor $90,000 turn 
than was asked for them six months ago ; and 
and yet at that time they were co sidered very 
high A proprietor who was persuaded a few 
weeks since to part with his estate lor a 
very targe snm of money, went and bought 
it back mgain at an advance of $9600. A great 
many lonj leases of property hare beenentsred 
into. An estate called " Edgecombe." men- 
tioaedby Thome and Kimball, has been rented 
for 31 years at 87500 per annum. Another 
called th ! " Hope" has been rented for JO years 
at £2000 sterling, equal to $9500 per annum. 
Another, after being rented at a high price, 
was re let. by the lessee, who became entirely 
absolve I from the contract, and took $16,000 
for his bargain. If required, I coald give yon. 
a host of similar cases, with the names of the 
parties. Bat it seems unnecessary. The mere 
impulse given to the value of property in this 
island by emancipation, is a thiog as notorious 
here, as the/act of emancipation. 

But, are not crimes more frequent than be- 
fore 1 I bare now before me a Barbados 
newspaper, printed two weeks since, in which 
the fact is stated, that in all the county prisons, 
among i population of 80,000, only two pris- 
oners were confined for any cause whatever 1 

" But," says a believer in the necessity of 
Colonization, how will you get rid of the 
negroes V I answer bp adverting to the spec- 
tacle which is now witnessed in ail the Islands 
of the former proprietor? of slaves, now employ' 
ers of free laborers, using every endeavor to 
prevent emigration; Trinidad', Demcrara, and 
Berbicojttwtf laborers. The former has pass- 
ed a law to pay the passage money of any la- 
borer who comes to the Island, leaving him free 
to choose bis employment. Demeraraaad Ber- 
bice have sent Emigration agents to this and 
other islands, to induce the laborers to join 
those colonies, offering high wages, good treat- 
ment, &-c. On the oiher band, Barbados, 
Grenada, St. Vincent, and alt the old and po- 
pulous islands, individually and collectively, by 
legislative resolves, legal enactments, dec. Ac. 
— loudly protest that they have not a man to 
spare! What is still better, the old island pro- 
prietors are on every hand building new houses 
for the peasantry, and with great forethought 
adding to their comfort; knowing that they 
will thereby secure their contentment on their 
native soil. As a pleasing instance of the good 
understanding which now exists between pro- 
prietors and laborers, I will mention, that 
great numbers of the former were in town on 
the 34th, baying up park, bams, rice, Ax. as pre- 
sents for their people on the ensaing Christ- 
mas; a day which has this year passed by 
amid scenes of quiet Sabbath devotions, a 
striking contrast to the tumult and drunkenness 
of former times. I cannot close this subject, 
without beating my testimony to the correct- 
ness of the statements made by oar country- 
men, Thome and Kimball. They were high- 
ly esteemed here by all classes, and had free 
access to every source of valuable information. 



If they hare not done justice to the ilsbjectot. 
their book, it is bt cause the manifold bltteinra 
of a deliverance from slavery are beyond the 
powers of language to represent. WW* I at- 
tempt as I have done in this tetter, to enumer- 
ate a few of them, I know not' where to begin* 
or wht-retoend. One ma t «*, in order to 
know and feel how onspeakaibe a boon these isl- 
ands hare received,— a boon,, which i8 by po 
means confined to the emancipated slaves ; bat* 
like the dews and fains pf heaven, it fell ,upo* 
all the inhabitants ofjpe l**"** b 00 ^ <re *» 
rich and poor, together. 

It is a common' thing 
one speak of the benefits 
remark— that it ought »,b>ve taken place loaf 
ago. Some say fifty, years affo.some twenty, 
and some, that at any rate it ought tohaje tak- 
en placeall at once, without , any apprentice- 
ship: The noon-day sun is not clearer than 
the fact, that no preparation a was required on 
the' part of the slaves. . It was the dictate of an 
accusing conscience* that foretold of bloodshed, 
and burning, and deviation. Can It be sop- 
posed to be an, accidental circumstance, that 
peace and good-wUVbave «a*/fffiai|f, inofttsa 
colonies, followed the steps of emancipation. 
Is it not rather the broad seal of attestation to that 
heaven born principle, " It is safe to do right* . 
Dear bruther, it' yon or any other friend to 
down trodden humanity, have any lingering 
fear that the blaze of light which is now going 
forth from the islands will ever be quenched, 
even for a moment, dismiss that fear. Th* 
light, instead of growing dim, will continue to 
brighten. Your prayers for the safe and hap- 
py introduction of freedom, upon a soil long 
trodden by the foot of slavery,, may be turned 
into praises— for the event has come to pan. 
When shall we be able to rejoice in such a con- 
summation in our beloved America? Howl 
long to see a deputation of slaveholders .making 
the toar of these islands. It would only be ne- 
cessary for them to use their eye*' and eara> 
'Argument would be quite out of place. Even 
an appeal to principle— to compassion— to the 
tear of God— would not be needed. Self-in- 
terest alone would decide them in favor of im- 
mediate emancipation. 

Ever yours, 

W. R. HAYES. 

DEftfER&RA. 

8PKBCH OF THE OOVEBJTOR, OK OFEKIKG THE StE- 
SIOW OP THE COURT OF POLICY, SEPT. 17, 1888. 

From *he (Jelma Royal Guotiei 

" I should fail in my duty to the public, and 
perhaps, not respond to the expectations of your- 
selves. Gentlemen of the Colonial Section c£ 
this Honorable Court, did I not say a few words 
on the state of the Colony, at this oar first meet* 
ing after the memorable first of August 

"We are now approaching the close of imi 
second month since that dale— a sufficient time 
to enable us to judge of the good dtwodticn of 
the new race of Freemen, bat not perhaps of the 
prosperity of the Colony. It is a proud thing 
for the Colonists— Proprietor? and Employers— 
that nothing has occurred to indicate a want at 
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good feeling in tbe great body of tbe laborer*. 
U Is cr#riiuble to them, satisfactory to their em- 
ployers, and confounding to those who antici- 
pated it contrary #taie of affairs. 
" Thfct pun ial changes of location should 
hare taken place, cannot surprise any reasona- 
ble mlod— that men who bare all their lives 
bfen subject to compulsory labor should, on 
hating this labor left to their discretion, be dis- 
posed av fitvt to relax, and, in some instances, 
totally abftain from it, was equally to be expect- 
ed. Bat we have no reason to despond, nor to 
imagine that, jecause such has occurred in 
soma district?, it will continue. 

" It ts sufficient that the ignorant have been 
undeceived in tbeir exaggerated notions of their 
rights as Freemen : it was the first step towards 
resumption of labor in etervpart of the Colony. 
Tbe patient forbearance of the Employers has 
produced great change*. If some Estates hare 
w?efr disappointed in tbe amount of labor per- 
formed, others again, and I bare reaton to be- 
lieve a great number, are doing well. It is well 
known that tbe Peasantry bare not taken to a 
wa?id,erii g life : they are not lost to the culti- 
rtted parts of the Colony: for the reports 
sftheito received from the Superintendents of 
Rivers and Creeks make no mention of an aug- 
mented population in the distant parts of their 
respettire districts. 

" I hear of few commitments, except in this 
toWD, where, of coarse, many of the idle bare 
Hckedfrom the country. On the East Coast, 
there has been only one case brought before the 
High Sheriff's Court since the 1st of August. 
In the l*st Circuit, not one I 

With the.-e facts before us, wc may, I trust, 
anticipate the continued prosperity of the Colo- 
ny ; and though it be possible there may be a 
diminution in the exports of the s>ap!e commo- 
dities in this and the succeeding quarter, yet 
we must take into consideration that the season 
had been unfavorab'e, in some districts, pre- 
vious to the 1st August, therefore a larger pro- 
portion of the crops remained uncut; and we- 
may ask, whether & continuance of compulsory 
labor would have produced a more favorable 
result 1 Our united efforts will, I trust, not be 
wanting to base indiridual prosperity on the 
welfare of all." 

The Governor of Demerara isHenrt Lfght, 
Esq., a gentlemen who seems strongly inclined 
to court tbe old siarery party and determined to 
shew his want of affinity to the abolitionists. In 
another speech delivered on a similar occasion, 
he says : 

" Many of the new freemen may still be said 
to be in their infancy of freedom, and like chil- 
dren are wayward. On many of the ettatc* they 
bare repaid the kindness and forbearance of 
tbeir masters; on others they hare .continued 
to take advantage of (what? the kindness and 
forbearance of their masters 1 No.) tftcirnew 
condition, are idle or irregular in their work. 
The good sense of the mass gires me reason to 
hope that idleness will be tbe exception, not the 
role." 

The Barbadian of Nor. 28, remarks, that of 
six districts in Demerara whose condition had 
been reported, fife were working farorably. In 



the sixth the laborers were standing out tor 
higher wages. 

TRINIDAD. 

In the Jamaica Morning Journal of Oct. 3d 
and 16th, we find the following paragraphs in 
relation to this colony: 

"Trinidad. — The reports from the rarious 
districts as to the conduct of our laboring 
population, are as various and opposite, the 
Standard tsays, to each other as it is po>sible f or 
them to be. There are many of the Estates en 
which (he laborers had at first gone on steadily 
to work which now hare scarcely a hand upon 
them, whilst upon others they muster a gn ater 
force than they could before command. We 
hear also that the people hare already in many 
instances exhibited that propensity common to 
the habits of common life, which wecallsquat- 
tiDg, and to which we hare always looked for- 
ward as one of ihe erils likely to accompany 
their emancipation, and calling for the earliest 
and most serious attention of our Legislature. 
We must confess, howerer, that it is a subject 
not easy to dc3l with safely and effectually." 

'Trinidad,- The Standard says : " Tbe state 
oi' the cultivation at present is said to be as far 
advanced as could have been anticipated under 
the new circumstances in which tbe Island 
stands. The weather throughout the month has 
been more than usually farorable to weedinsy 
whilst there has also been sufficient rs.n to 
bring out the plants ; and many planters Jiar- 
ing, before the 1st of August, pushed on their 
weeding by free labor and (paid) exit a tasks, 
tbe derangement in their customary labor 
which has been experienced since thai period, 
does not leare them much below an arerage 
progress." 

" Of the laborers, although they are far from 
being settled, we believe we may say, that they 
arc not working badly ; indeed, compared with 
those of tbe sister colonies, they are both more 
industrious and more disposed to be on good 
terms with their late masters. Some few es- 
tates continue short of tbeir usual compliment 
of bands; but many of the laborers who had 
left the proprietors, have returned to them, 
whilst many others hare changed their locality 
either to join their relations, or to return to 
their haunts of f< rmer days. So far as w e can 
learn, nothing like insubordination or com- 
bination exists. We are also happy to say, that 
on some estates, the laborers have turned their 
attention to their provision grounds. There 
is one point, however, which few seem to com- 
prehend, which is. that although free, they can- 
not work one day and be idle the next, ad libi- 
tum." 

Later accounts mention that some thousands 
more of Iaborer= ^tp wanted to take on" the 
crop, and that n . nitee of immigration had 
been appointed u bain them. [See Amos 
Townsend's letter on the last page.) So it serins 
the free laborers are so good they want more 
of them. The same is notoriously tree of De- 
merara, and Berbice. Instead of a colonization 
spirit to get rid of the free blacks, tbe quarrel 
among the colonies is, which shall get the most. 
It is no wonder that the poor negroes in Trinj*. 
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did should bewlfctketntelresto squatting. The and 20 of the 1st Wert India, cabled, *> to 

island is thinly peopled and the administration — ■ — »« — « •« ' - 

ot justice is horribly corrupt, under the tibr- 
errorship and judgeship ol Sir George Hill, 
the well known defeolter as Vice Treasurer 
of Ireland, on who** appointment Mr. O'Con- 
nell remarked that " delinquents might excuse 
tbeoasf Ives by referring to the case of their 
judge." ' 

GRENADA. 



conveyed by water to th« scene of instfbordlM- 

tion. 

" ' We bare not learnt the r eception thisforce 
met with, from the laborer*, but the results of 
the visit paid them were, that yesterday, there 
were at work, on four estates, none: c» eleven 
01 hers, 387 in all, and on another all except 
three, who are in the hands of the magistrate*. 
On on; of the above properties, the great 



gang was> 0Q p f iday last, represented in toe 
GRKKADA«-The Gazette expresses its grau- cane-piec© by one old woman f 



fication at btHig able to record, that the ac 
counts which have bee* received from several 
parts ot the country, are of a satisfactory na- 
ture. On many of the properties the peasan- 
try have, daring the week, evinced a disposi- 
tion to resume iheir several accustomed avoca- 
tions H the rates, and on the terms proposed 
by the directors of the respective estates, '.o 
which they were formerly belonging ; andvejfy 
little desire to change their residence has beea 
manifested. One of oar correspondents writes, 
that 'already, by a conciliatory method, and 
holding out the stimulus of extra pay, in pro- 
portion to the quantity of work performed 
beyond that allowed to them, he had, • suc- 
ceeded in obtaining, for three days, double the 
former average of work, rendered by the la- 
bors daring ihe days of slavery; and this, too, 
by four o'clock, at which hour it seems, ihey 
are now wishful of ceasing to work, and to ena- 
b'e tbera to do so, they work continuously from 
the time they return from their breakfast. 

It is one decided opinion, the pap»r named 
says, that in a very short time the cultivation 
of the cane will be generally resumed, and all 
things continue to progress to the mutual sa- 
tisfaction of both employer and laborer. We 
shall feel indebted tr> our friends for such in- 
f rmation, as itmaybs in their power to afford 
ns on this important subject, as it will tend to 
i heir advantage equally with that of their la- 
borers, from trie same being made public. We 
would wish also that permission be given ss to 
mention the names of the ptor>erties on which 
matters have assumed a favorable aspect." 

Jamaica Marring Journal of Oct. 2. 
" Grenada.— According to the Free Press, it 
would appenr that c the proprietors and mana- 
gers of several estates in Duquesne Valley, and 
elsewhere, their patience b^ing worn oat, and 
seeing the cultivation of their estates going to 
ruin, determined to put the law into operation, 
by compelling, after allowing twenty-three or 
twenty-four days of idleness, the people ei'her 
to work or to leave the estates. They resisted ; 
the aid of the magistrates and of the consta- 
bulary force was called in. but without effect, 
and actual violence was we learn, used towards 
those who came- to enf iree the law. Advices 
were immediately seni down to the Executive, 
despatched by a gentleman of the Troop, who 
reached town about half past five o'clock on 
Saturday morning last. We believe a Privy 
Council was summoned, and during the day, 
Capt Clarke of the 1st WesMndia Regiment, 
and Government Secretary, Lieut Mould of 



The presence of the soldiers has had,* it , 
will be seen, some effect, yet still the prospects 
are far from encouraging ; a system of stock 
plundering, &c. is prevalent to a fearful degree* 
some gentlemen and the industrious laborers 
having had their fowls, &c. entirely carries 
off by the worthles-s criminals ; it is consola- 
tory, however, to be able to quote the following* 
written, to ns by a gentleman : " Although 
there aie a good many people os the different 
estates, still obstinate and resisting either to 
work or to leave the properties, yet I hope that 
if the military are posted at Samaritan fofjsotne 
time longer, they will come round, seveTaFof 
the very obstinate having done so already." 
Two negroes were sent down to goal oa Mem- 
day last, to have their trial for assauttgg, the 
magistrates. 

" ' Such are the facts, as far as we hare teen 
able to ascertain them, which have attended a 
rebellious demonstration among a portion of 
the laboring population, calculated to excite 
well-founded apprehension in the whole cow 
munity. Had earlier preventive measures been 
adopted, this open manifestation of a spirit of 
resistance to, and defiance of the Jaw. might 
have been avoided. On this point, we have, in 
contempt of the time-serving reflections it has 
drawn upon us, freely and fearlessly expressed 
our opinion, and we shall now only remark, 
that matters having come to the pass we have 
slated, the Executive has adopted the only 
effective means to bring affairs again to s 
healthy slate; fortunate is it for the colony, that 
this has been done, and we trust that the effects 
will be most beneficial." 

TOBAGO. 
The following testifies well for the ability of 
the emancipated to take care of themselves. 

" ' Tobago —The Gazette of this Island in- 
forms tts that up to the prriod of its going tp 
press, the accounts from the country, as tott$# 
disinclination of the laborers to turn, out io 
work are much the same as we have given of 
last week. Early this morning parties of them 
were seen pausing through town in variovi 
direcHons, accompanied by their children, and 
carrying along with them their ground pes- 
visions, stock, Ac. indicating a change of lo- 
cation. Whilst on many estates mere per- 
emptory demands have been madeMMt work 
be resumed, or the laborers should foftve the 
estate, downright refusal to do either, the one 
or the other has been the reply ; and ti&tt reply 
has been accompanied by threat and (nVnaee of 
personal violence against any attempts to tarn 



the Royal Engineers, and Lieut. Costabodfe of tbem out of their houses and grounds. In the 
ihe 70th, together with twenty men of the 70th, transition of the laborers from « state of ban- 
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&g$to freedom, ranch, that in their manners 
and deportment would hare brought them 
sumquuily uader the coercion of the stipendia- 
ry magiltrate, formerly, m*y now be practised 
with impunity : and the fear Is Jest that nice 
cu^rkoinatiou betwixt restraints fast terminat- 
ed ifcd rights newly acquire.*, will not be 
clouded for some time, even in the minds of 
-ibe authorities, before whom laborers are likely 
to b* brought iat their transgression. Thus, 
aitbotwh it may appear like an alarming on- 
fe^eraey, the system of sending delegates, or 
head men, around the estates, which the la- 
borers have adopted, as advisers, or agents, to 

Jromute general «Banimity; it must be borne 
i mind that this is perfectly justifiable ; and it 
ip «oif where actual violence has been threat- 
ened by tho?s delegates against those who 
ehdosO to work at under wages, that the au- 
Polities can merely assure them of their pro- 
nation from violence.''— Mnidne Jour., Oct. 2. 

The Btv&t-dian of November §1, says, " An 
agricaltuial report has been lately made of the. 
windward district ot the Island, which is fa- 
vatfUfo as to the general working of the ne- 
grow* The stone paper of November 88, say*, 
** It^i satisfactory to learn that many laborers 
» Tobago ut fs engaging more readily in agri- 
rditBSpF6perations. ,r 

ST. VINCENT. 

"8»ukt. Viwcbkt^— Our intelligence this 
observes the Gazette of S5th August, 
SroBtt tl»e country districts, is considerably more 
fevorsibla than for ibe previocs fortnight. In 
most of the leeward quarter, the people have, 
more or less, returned to work, with 'he ex- 
ception of very few estates, which we decline 
namtng, as we trust that on these also ihey will 
resume their labor in a few days. The same 
nay be said generally of the properties in St. 
Qeorge'* parish ; and in the more extensive 
district of Charlotte, there is every prospect that 
the same/ example will be followed next week 
Muticukrly in the Caraib country, where a few 
laborers on some properties have been at work 
daring the present week, and the explanation 
and adVice given them by Mr. Special Justice 
Hobs has been attended with the best effect, and 
we doubt not will so continue. In the Biabou 
(jttarter the laborers h&ve resumed work in 
greater numbers than inotber parts of theparish, 
TiA the exceptions in this, as in other districts, 
" ope wilj continue but a short time." 
je Barbadian of November 21, speaks of 
« w saega&f house" set on fire in this island, 
wiiieh. the pe»aa»" y refused to extinguish, and 
that but half work is performed by the 
H9ft&ta in that, parish. " Those of the adjoin- 
iBff parish." it says, "are said to be working 
mmfatimly" In a subsequent paper we no- 
tice a ref^rt frpto the Chief of Police to the 
>vernpr, which speaks favorably 
vprkiruj of the ntgroes, as far as 
le to ascertain by inaoiry into a 
ping one-Jurd of the laborers. :i ~ 
ifoxk Commercial Advertiser of 
Kabrutry 25, has a commenication from Amos 
Tfyy&eai, Es*, Caibler of the Mew Haven 
Bfofe j difed^ Hew Havca, February Si, 




from which we make the following extract. He 
s he obtained his information from one of 
most extensive Bhippin^ouses in tbat city 
connected with the West IrisW trade. 

A Mr. Jackson; a plan'lffrom St. Vincent?, 
files been in this d'y within a few days, aba 
safs that tne emancipation of thf slaves on that 
island works extremely well ; and that bis 
plantation produces 1 jnd'ftattd yields a larger 
p&otit than it has ever done. bSefere. The eman- 
cipated slaves: now fajp eight IttSmrs what was 
before considend atwo^jays? task,, and he pays 
the laborers a dollar a day.. . 

'•Mr. Jackson further ^te« that rhe, and Mrr •-, 
NeL-on, of Trinidad, with another gentleman i 
fjsom the same islands, have fceen to Wasjjinje*.' 
ton, and conferred with Mr. Calhoun an.dJ'Mr- " 
Clay, to endeavour to concert tome plan to gel 
c*Utred laborers from this country : io emigrate to 
these islands^ as there, is a great want of hands. 
They offer one dollar a day for, able bodied 
hands. The gentlemen at Washington were 
pleased with the idea of thus disposing of the 
free blacks at the South, and would encourage 
their efforts to induce tbat class of the colored 
people to emigrate. Mr. Calhoun remarked 
that it was the most feasible plan of colo- 
nizing the free blacks that had ever been sug- 
gested. 

" This is the amount of my information, and 
comes in so direct a channel as leaves no r oom 
to doubt its correctness. What oar southern 
champions will now say to this direct testimo- 
ny from their brother planters of the West In- 
dies, of the practicability and safety of imme- 
diate emancipation, remains to be seen. Truly 
yocr's, Amos Townsekd, Jcn. 

ST. LUCIA. 

Saint Ldcu. — The Palladium states that af- 
fairs are becoming worse every day with the 
planters. Their properties are left without la- 
bourers to work them; their buildings broken 
into, stores and pifduce stolen, ground provis- 
ions destroyed, stock robbed, and they them- 
selves insulted and laughed at. 

OirJSaturday night, the Commissary of Po- 
lice arrived in town from the third and fourth 
districts, with some twenty or thirty prisoners, 
who had been convicted before the Chief Jus- 
tice ol having assaulted the police in the exe- 
cution of their duty, and sent to gaol. 

"It has b en deemed necessary to call for 
military aid with a view of humbling the high 
and extravagaot ideas entertained by the ex- 
apprentices upon the independence of their 
present condition ; thirty-six men of (be fin*t 
West li. Jia regiment, and twelve of the seven- 
ty- fourth have been accordingly despatched; 
the detachment embarked yesterday, on board 
Mr. Mater's schooner, the Louisa, to land at 
Spafriere, and march into the interior."- 

In both the above cases where the military 
wtfs called oat, the provocation was given by 
the whites. And in both, cases t it was afterwards 
granted to be needless. Indeed, in Ibe quell- 
ing of one of these factitious rebeJlionsV the 
prisoners taken were two white men, and one 
cS them a manager. 



